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| ntroduction To First John
1John 1:1-4

INTRODUCTION

1. When Jesusto earth, He came not only to live alife, but to give life...

“I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly.” - Jn 10:10

2. The Gospel of John was designed to produce faith so that we might have life - ¢f. Jn 20:30-31

3. Howeve, itisthe First Epistle of John which discusses the nature of that life in greater detail - eg.,
1Jn3:14

4. That we might be sureto live the sort of life God offers through His Son Jesus Chrigt, a careful study
of First John isin order

[In thislesson, thefirg of saverd on First John, let’s begin with some.. ]

. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A. THE AUTHOR...

1. It will be assumed in the course of this study that the author is John, the beloved disciple of
Jesus

2. Similarities between this epistle and the Gospd of John certainly suggestsinternal evidence
for this conclusion

3. Thereisaso external evidence that this John is the author:
a. Polycarp, aclose associate of John, appears to make reference to this epistle at the

beginning of the second century, in aletter to the Philippians

b. Irenaeus, astudent of Polycarp, quoted from it and attributed it to John

B. THE RECIPIENTS...
1. Nooneis specificaly mentioned
2. John may have been in Ephesus at the time, and that thiswas a generd epistle to Chrigtians
throughout Asa Minor
3. However, John'scommentsin 1 Jn 2:20,27 suggests that John may have been addressing a
particular group of Chrigtians possessing certain spiritud gifts

C. DATE..
1. Edimationsrangefrom 60 A.D. to 100 A.D.
2. Most modern scholarship placesit around 95 A.D., but there are aso good reasons for
believing it was written prior to the destruction of Jerusdemin 70 A.D.
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D. PURPOSE...
1. Asdeclared by John throughout his epistle, he wroteit...
a. “that your joy may befull” -1Jn 1:4
b. “that youmay notsn” -1Jn2:1
c. “that you may know that you have eternd life’ - 1 Jn 5:13a
d. “that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God” -1 Jn 5:13b
2. While these reasons may state the “podtive’ side of John's purpose, it gppears he was dso
responding to errors that were prevaent a thetime - cf. 1 Jn 2:26
a. If not fully developed in John's day, there was at least a precursor to Gnosticism
b. Thosewho cameto be cdled “ Gnogtics'...
1) Clamed to have asuperior knowledge (Grk. word for knowledgeis “gnoss’)
2) Bdieved dl maiter was evil
a) Therefore God did not create or have anything to do with the materid universe
b) Therefore Chrigt could not have comein the flesh - cf. 1 Jn 4:1-3
1] Onebranch of gnosticism, Docetism (dokein, “to seem”), said that Jesus
only “seemed” to be physical - cf. 1Jn 1:1
2] Cerinthus taught that “Jesus’ was physicd, but that the “Christ” came upon
him at his baptism, and left before his death, so that the * Chrig-gpirit” never
auffered - cf. 1Jn 5:6
c. Ther gpplication to everyday living took two different directions, snce dl maiter was
thought to be evil...
1) Some thought one should abstain atogether from anything that would satisfy the
flesh
2) Othersclamed it did not matter what one did in the flesh (it was evil anyway), and
to have full knowledge it was proper to explore everything

[Many of John's commentsin this epistle gppear to address these false teachings. With this brief
background to the epistle, let’s get right into the text by considering the first four verses. They appear to
serve asaprologue, and reved...]

II. JOHN'SAIM INWRITING THISEPISTLE (1:1-4)

A. CONCERNSTHE “WORD OF LIFE"... (1)
1. Which was*“from the beginning”
a.  John may have reference to the creation of theworld - cf. Jn 1.1
b. Or he may have reference to the beginning of the gospd - cf. 1 Jn 2:7,13,24; 3:11
2. This“Word of life’ was...

a “heard”

b. “seenwith our eyes’

c. “looked upon”

d. “handled”

-- All emphasizing that this“Word” was “red, in the flesh”; an obvious reference to Jesus
-cf.Jn 1:1,14

B. TODECLARE THE “ETERNAL LIFE"... (2
1. Whichwas...
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a.  With the Father

b. And then manifested to the gpostles, who had seen and were bearing witness

Again, thisis an obvious reference to Jesus Christ

But notice the use of the neuter gender throughout this passage

a. Theemphads gppearsto be on the “life’ which Jesus had, especidly that is“eternd”
(“thet eternd life’)

b. Itisthissame*life’ which we can possessif we truly believe in the name of the Son of
God - cf. 1Jn 5:11-13

Thus John is focusing on the “eternd life’ which Jesus offers and made possible by His

coming in theflesh

C. THAT YOU MAY HAVE “FELLOWSHIP” WITH US... (3)

1.
2.

4,

Hereisthe reason for declaring the “Word of life’, the “eternd life’

By dedaring this“life’ (reveded by Jesus and through Jesus), “fdlowship” is possible
a. Fdlowship involvestheideaof “sharing, communion”

b. The*“sharing, communion” that the aposiles have iswith the Father and His Son
John wanted his readers to participate in this same sharing...

a. “tha you dso may have felowship with us’

b. I.e, that you can experience what we are experiencing!

Why does John desire this? Read on...

D. THAT YOUR“JOY” MAY BE FULL... (4)

1.
2.

Itis“flowship” with the Father and Son that makesthe “life’ of a Chrigtian so full of joy!

And just as Jesus cameto give us “abundant life’ (Jn 10:10), so John now writes...

a. Tha we may be sure to have fellowship with the Father and His Son, in Whom is
“gernd life’ - cf. Jn 17:3

b. Sothat our joy may be full!

CONCLUSION

1.

From 1 Jn 1:1-4, then, we learn that fullness of joy comes only when we are in fellowship with the
Father and the Son

Only then do we have that “eternd life’, which was firg manifested in the flesh by Jesus Himsdlf,
and now given only through Jesus - cf. 1 Jn 5:11-13

In our next lesson, we shdl see what John saysis essentid if we are to truly have fellowship with
God (1Jn 1:5-2:2)

If you are not a Chridian, let me explain how such felowship with God can begin... - cf. Ga 3:26-27
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Fellowship With God
1 John 1:5-2:2

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthefirg four versesof First John, we saw that John'sam inthisepidleis.
a. Todeclarethe “Word of life”, the “eternd life” that was with the Father and has been
manifested in Jesus Christ -1Jn 1:1-2
b. That we might have fellowship with the Father and Son, just asthe apostlesdo -1 Jn 1:3
c. Tha wemight havefullnessof joy -1Jn 1:4

2. Soto havefullness of joy, we must experience the kind of life that comes from having fdlowship
with God!

3. Wha isto be basis for fdlowship with God, so that we have the life that produces fullness of joy?
a. Inourtext (1 Jn 1:5-2:2), John discusses the basis for fellowship with God
b. Headso describesthe place of sin, and how it can affect that fellowship

[With ver se 5, we natice...]

|. THE PREMISE OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD (5)

A. “GODISLIGHT..”
1. Thefigureof light is often used in the Scriptures to describe that which to good, righteous,
and true - cf. Ep 5:8-10
2. Therefore, God must dways be thought of inthisway: Heisgood, Heisrighteous, Heis
truel

B. “INHIM ISNO DARKNESSAT ALL..”
1. Thefigure of darkness would represent the oppodte of light: evil, unrighteousness,
fasehood
2. Therefore we can never think of God as countenancing Sin, excusing it in any way

[With this basic understanding clearly established of what God is, John now addresses some...]

II. FALSE CLAIMS CONCERNING FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD (6-10)

A. “WE HAVE FELLOWSHIPWITH HIM”, YET WALK IN DARKNESS... (6-7)
1. Why isthisdam fase?
a. Because fdlowship means to have something in common
b. And we have seen that God is “light” (goodness, righteousness, truth)
c. “Wadkingin darkness’, therefore, would be going againgt everything God stands for!
- cf. Ep 4:17-24
2. Wha isthe result of such aclam?
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a Weaefdseinour word (“welie”)
b. Weaefdsein our deeds (“do not practice the truth’)
Instead, we should “ walk in thelight asHeisin thelight”
a. l.e,ingead of living alife characterized by “evil, unrighteousness, and error” (dl the
while daiming to have fdlowship with God)...
b. ..weshould livealifein harmony with God's “goodness, righteousness, and truth'’!
Only then will we experience:
a. “Fdlowship with one another”
1) Thatis, wewill have felowship with God
2) Whereby we can sharein that life which is eternd, and provides fullness of joy!
b. “Theblood of Jesus Christ His Son [which] cleanses usfrom all sin”
1) Thissuggeststhat “waking in thelight” does not imply sinlessness
2) Any morethan “walking in darkness’ implies total absence of good
3) Rather, “wdkinginthelight” suggests...
a) A lifemaking progress under the positive influence of God' s “light”
b) A lifeenjoying the cdleansing power of Jesus’ blood as one meets the conditions
of forgiveness outlined below

B. “THAT WE HAVE NO SIN...” (8,9)

1.

2.

w

John may have reference to statements made by professing Christians who thought they had
become sinless

The consequences of such aclam...

a. Sdf-decat (“we decelve ourselves’)

b. Livingineror (“thetruth isnotin us”)

c. l.e,wdkingindarkness, not waking in light!

Instead, we should fregly confess our sins- 1 Jn 1:9a; cf. Pro 28:13

Then God, who is “fathful” (trustworthy) and “just” (one who does what is right) will...
a. “forgiveusour 9ns”

b. “deanseusfromdl unrighteousness’

..through His mercy He makes it possible for to continue in felowship with Him!

C. “THAT WE HAVE NOT SINNED...” (10)

1.
2.

3.

4.

This daim may have been made by some denying they had ever snned

The conseguences of this claim are grievous...

a. Wemake God aliar! - cf. Ro 3:23

b. HisWordisnotinud

How can anyone who makes such claims as these hope to have true fdlowship with God,
and thereby enjoy the life such fellowship gives?

Fdllowship with God does not occur by making clamsthat turn God into aliar!

[ Though affirming that we do sn, John is not seeking to encourage Sin.  Indeed, he iswriting to
discourage sin (1 Jn 2:1). But fdlowship with God requires that a person tekes sin serioudy. To
appreciate further how serious God takes sin, we learn that...|

II. FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD REQUIRES AN ADVOCATE (2:1-2)
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A. “WE HAVE AN ADVOCATE WITH THE FATHER, JESUSCHRIST THE
RIGHTEOUS...” (1)
1. Theword “advocate’...
a. Literdly means*“to cdl to one’s Side, to one’sad”
b. It suggeststhe cgpability for giving ad
c. Usedinacourt of justice to denote alega assistant, a counsel for the defense
d. Generdly, it isone who pleads another’ s case, an intercessor
2. Jesusisthe perfect “advocate”, for He isrighteous
a. Assnners, we are dienated from God - cf. | sa 59:1-2
b. Since Jesusiswithout sn, He is afit representative to come before God on our behalf!
c. Theauthor of Hebrews aso makes the point that though righteous, He understands our
gtuation perfectly - cf. He 2:17-18; 4:14-16

B. “HEHIMSELF ISTHE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS..."” (2)
1. Theword “propitiation’ means “an appeasing”

a. E.g., the paganswould offer sacrifices to appease their gods

b. IntheNT, itis God, not man, who offers the gppeasing sacrifice - c¢f. 1 Jn 4:10

c. Through His death on the cross, Jesusis the means by which God can show mercy to
the Snner

d. Thisexplains how God can be“just” (cf. 1 Jn 1:9) and il forgivesn

e. Thiswonderful “propitiation’ was given to the whole world, but is accessed only by
those who believein Jesus - ¢f. 1 Jn 2:2; Ro 3:21-26

CONCLUSION

1. Inthisfirg chapter, and even into the second, John makes it clear upon what basis we can have
felowship with God, and enjoy the life that provides fullness of joy

2. To havefdlowship with God, we who are Chrigtians mudt...
a. Not wak in darkness, but walk in the light of God’ s goodness, righteous, and truth
b. Admit that we have Snned, and do sin
c. Utilize our “advocate’ (Jesus Christ), whom God provides as the “propitiation” for our Sns

In1 Jn 1:9, John explained how those who are aready children of God can appropriate the cleansing
power of the blood of Jesus (through confesson and prayer).

But how about the dlien snner? - cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16 (faith, repentance, and baptism)
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Fellowship With Jesus
1 John 2:3-6

INTRODUCTION

1. A concern of John'sfirgt epistle is that we have fellowship with the Father and the Son-1Jn 1:3

2. He began by stressing the basis upon which we may felowship with the Father (1 Jn 1:5-2:22)...
a. Wdkinthelight assHeisinthelight
b. Confessour sins, don't deny that we have sn
c. Make use of our “advocate” and “propitiation’, Jesus Chrigt the Righteous

3. But what about felowship with the Son? In our text (1 Jn 2:3-6), John now describes how we can
“know” that we have fdlowship with Jesus Chrigt

[A key phrasein this passageis“ by thiswe know...”, found twice (2:3,5). In other words, “hereis
how we can be sure’. And John' sfird point is...]

. BY THISWE KNOW THAT WE “KNOW” HIM (3-5a)

A. HERE ISHOW WE CAN BE SURE WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH JESUS...
1. ldentifying the“Him" of this passage
a. Isit God or Jesus? The Father or the Son?
b. Inlight of the context, it is Jesus the Son of God - ¢f. 1 Jn 2:1-2,6
c. Thisfitsinwdl with John'samin thisepigle- cf. 1 Jn 1:3
1) He has described the basis for fellowship with the Father
2) Now he discusses the basis for fellowship with the Son
2. What it meansto “know’ Jesus
a. Asfrequently used by John, the word “know” {ginosko} denotes a knowledge that
comes by experience, by sharing experiences in life together
b. Inthissense it impliesthat “fdlowship” (sharing, communion) has taken place

B. WE CAN BE SURE, “IF WE KEEP HISCOMMANDMENTS" ...
1. Fdlowship with Jesusis dependent upon keeping His teachings - Jn 14:21-23; 15:10
2. Onewho clamsto “know” (have fellowship) with Jesus, and does not keep His
commandments...
a. Isaliar, and thetruthisnotin him! - 1.Jn 2:4b
b. Isjud like the one who clamsto have fdlowship with the Fether while waking in
darkness! - cf. 1Jn 1.6
3. But the person who keeps the words of Jesus, the “love of God” is perfected in him!
a. This“love of God"...
1) Isit God skind of love?- cf. 1Jn 3:16-17
2) IsitGod'slovefor us?-cf. 1Jn 4:9
3) Isitourlovefor God?- cf. 1Jn 5:2-3
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-- Mog likey our love for God, for the context concerns kegping the commandments
of Jesus
b. Suchlovefor God is*“perfected” (made whole, complete) only when we keep the
commandments of His Son! - cf. Jn 14:15,21,23

[So we can be sure that we “know” Jesus, that we are in fellowship with Him, and that we have
perfected our love for God, only if we are kegping the commandments of Jesus! To stress the point
even further, John continues by point oui...]

II. BY THISWE KNOW THAT WE ARE “IN” HIM (5b-6)

A. HERE ISHOW WE CAN BE SURE WE ARE ABIDING IN JESUS...
1. Theword“in" (5b) is pardld to the expresson “abidesin’ (6a)
2. “Abiding in Jesus” is described by Jesus Himsdlf as smilar to abranch abiding in the vine
- cf. Jn 15:4-5
a Thereisaunion, or attachment, between the branch and vine
b. From this union comes a communion, or sharing
3. Soagain, we are discussing the idea of having fellowship with Jesus

B. WE CAN BE SURE, IF WE “WALK JUST ASHE WALKED" ...

1. The person claming to “abidein Jesus” (or to have fdlowship with Him) should “walk”
(live) just as Jesus did!
a. For only those who follow Hiswords are truly Hisdisciples - cf. Jn 8:31
b. And those who are His disciples will become like their Teacher - cf. Lk 6:40
c. Suchisthegod of discipleship, and of God' s scheme of redemption itsdf! - Ro 8:29

2. Underganding and gpplying this truth should have powerful ramificationsin how we live (as
illugrated in the nove “In His Steps’, by Charles Sheldon)

CONCLUSION

1. Welearn from John, then, that the key to knowing that we have felowship with Jesusis
understanding the difference between “talking” and “walking” ...
a. Anyone can sy that they know Jesus, that they abidein Him
b. But those that really know are those who...
1) Keep Hiscommandments
2) Walk just as He walked

2. Do you know Jesus? Are you in felowship with Him, wherein is eternd life and fullness of joy?
a. Haveyou kept the commands of Jesus?
b. How about His commands concerning faith, repentance and baptism? - cf. Mt 28:18-19;
Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:38; 22:16
c. How about His commands to observe all that He commanded, including those revealed through
His gpostles? - cf. Mt 28:20; Ac 2:42; 1 Co 14:37

How you answer reved s the truth regarding your relationship with God, and your hope for eternd lifel
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An “0Old, Yet New” Commandment
1John 2;7-11

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our sudy of 1st John, we have seen thusfar...
a. That John'samistha we may have fellowship with the Father and Son, so our joy may be full
-1Jn 114
b. Tha felowship with the Father is contingent upon:
1) Wadkinginthelight-1Jn 1:5-7
2) Confessng our sns-1Jn 1:8-10
3) Making use of our “advocate” and “propitiation’, Jesus Christ the Righteous - 1 Jn 2:1-2
c. And that fellowship with the Son (Jesus) depends upon:
1) Keeping His commandments- 1 Jn 2:3-5a
2) Wadking asHewaked - 1 Jn 2:5b-6
--  Otherwisg, it isnot true that we “adide in Him”, nor truly “know Him”

2. Having stressed the importance of kegping the commandments of Jesusif we are to have fdlowship

with Him and the Father...
a. John proceeds to discuss one commandment in particular - 1 Jn 2:7-11
b. Hediscusses what can be called “ An Old, Y& New Commandment”

[Let’s consder fird...]

THE COMMANDMENT ITSELF

A. ITISAN“OLD” COMMANDMENT... (8)
1. Hedoes not write about something totaly new to them
2. But something they had heard “from the beginning” (i.e,, from the beginning of the gospd)

B. ITISA“NEW” COMMANDMENT... (9)
1. Thatis, itisever fresh; though old intime, it is never dde
2. Itisacommandment thet is ever truein Jesus, and it istrue in His disciples
3. Itisboth true and new because...
a. “thedaknessis passng away, and the true light is dready shining”
b. With the coming of the Messiah (Jesus), light has begun to penetrate the darkness - cf.
Isa 9:2; Mt 4:13-17; Jn 1:4-9; 8:12

C. ITISTHECOMMAND TO “LOVE ONE ANOTHER" ...
1. How do we know this?
a. Itisimplied by verses9-11
b. Itissated dearlyin 1Jn 3:11; 4:21
c. Thiscommand was “from the beginning” (of the gospel) - Jn 13:34-34; 15:12,17
2. What doesit mean to “love one another”?
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a. It may be helpful to firs review the different Greek words for love
1) storge - describeslove of family
2) eros-cand, sexud love
3) phileo- lovefor dear friends
4) agape - active goodwill toward others
b. Itisagape lovethat we are commanded to have in this text
1) Itisdsothe samekind of love commanded in Jn 13:34-35
2) Itisthat concern to meet the needs of othersthat is best exemplified in the life and
death of Jesus- cf. 1 Jn 3:16-17
c. Therefore, to “love one another” isto consider the needs of one another, and to actively
work toward meeting those needs (i.e., follow Jesus’ example!)

[Having identified what commandment is being discussed, consider what John says abot...|

II. THE EFFECT OF NOT KEEPING THISCOMMANDMENT

A. ONE“ISIN DARKNESS'... (9)
1. When aperson claimsto walk in the light, but hates his brother, he is il in darkness
2. Indeed, he has adways been in darkness!
a. Cf. “isin darkness until now’
b. Despite what they may clam, they have not yet passed from darkness to light!
c. Or asexpressed later, they have not yet passed from death to life! - 1.Jn 3:14

B. ONE “DOESNOT KNOW WHERE HE ISGOING"... (11)
1. Hemay “think” he has fellowship with God, that he is saved, but he is blind!
2. Hefailsto redize the absurdity of hisclam to know and love God - ¢f. 1 Jn 4:20
3. Blinded by darkness (hate), he cannot see that heis on the road to hell!

[Does this not illustrate the importance of keegping this“old, yet new” commandment? Itsimportanceis
further illustrated as we congder...]

I[II.THE EFFECT OF KEEPING THISCOMMANDMENT

A. ONE“ABIDESIN THE LIGHT"... (10a)
1. Meaning that they arein full fdlowship with the Father! - cf. 1 Jn 1:7a
2. And they enjoy the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus! - cf. 1 Jn 1:7b
--  So unlesswe love one ancther, fellowship and forgivenessis not possble!

B. “THERE ISNO CAUSE FOR STUMBLING" ... (10b)

1. Abiding in thelight, he can see dlearly as he walks

2. Fdlowship with God makesit possble to “know where heisgoing” (unlike the one who
hates his brother and isin darkness)

3. Thisdoesnot imply snlessness
a. Remember 1Jn 1:8,10
b. But asonewaksin thelight (in fdlowship with God), he knows what to do when he

gns, and in what direction he should be headed - cf. 1 Jn 1:9
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CONCLUSION

1. This“old, yet new” commandment is very important...
a. If wearenot keeping it, we are il in darkness!
b. If wearein darkness...
1) Weaenot waking in the light!
2) Weare not having fellowship with God, and the blood of Jesus does not cleanse us from
our Snd
3) We cannot have that “fullness of joy” of which Johnwrotein 1.Jn 1:4

2. ltisonly appropriate, then, to close thislesson with the admonition of John found later in his
epidle...

“Beloved, let uslove one another, for loveis of God; and everyone who lovesis
born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for
Godislove” -1Jn 4:7-8

3. For those not yet Chrigtians, | encourage you to serioudy consider the next two verses.

“In thisthelove of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent Hisonly
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. In thisislove,
not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.” - 1Jn 4:9-10

Jesusis not only the “propitiation” for our sins, but is available for the whole world (1 Jn 2:2). Have
you appropriated this wonderful offer from God?
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Three StagesIn The Christian Life
1 John 2:12-14

INTRODUCTION

1. Having charged hisreadersto observe an “old, yet new” commandment to love one another (1 Jn
2:7-11), John takes a moment to specificaly address various members of his reading audience
-1Jn 2:12-14

2. Thissectionisrhythmica, dmost lyrica, and raises a number of questions, such asthese listed by
Guy N. Woods in his commentary on 1<t John...
a. Why did John use the present tense, “I write’ {grapho}, in thefirst three clauses, and “I have
written” { egr apsa}, epistolary aorigt, in the second three?
To what writing does he refer in the first instance? In the second?
What is the meaning of the word “children” in the first clause of each of the divisons?
Why did he use the word teknion in the first reference to children, and paidion in the second?
In what sense isthe reference to “fathers, children, young men’ to be taken, literd or figurative?

®opo

3. Many and various answers have been given to these questions; without going into detall, | believe

the following answers to the above questions have merit...

a. We have here asmple form of Hebrew pardlelism, where the same thing is being said for the
sake of emphasis

b. Inboth instances, the writing to which John refersisthisvery epidle

c. Unlikel1lJn 2:1,18,28; 3:7,18; 4:4; 5:21 where “children’ appears to be aterm of
endearment for dl believers, in 2:12,13 “children” seemsto refer to a specific class of Chrigtians

d. Any digtinction between teknion and paidion islikely not sgnificant, snce John uses both as
terms of endearment in this epistle when spesking of al believers- cf. 1 Jn 2:18 (paidion) with
1 Jn 2:28 (teknion)

e. Taken literdly, the terms “fathers, children, young men” would leave out many Chrigtians (old
men, old and younger women); therefore | take the termsto be figurative

4. With thisunderganding, | believe we find John addressing three basic groups of Chrigtians, who are
a different gagesin ther Chridian life

[What we can glean from this section, then, isthat there are  Three Stages Of The Chrigtian Life”,
beginning with...]

|. THE STAGE OF INFANCY

A. INWHICH CHRISTIANSARE “LITTLE CHILDREN"...
1. Both terms used by John normdly refer to smdl infants
a. teknion {tek-nee'-on} - diminutive of tekna; an infant
b. paidion{pahee-dee-on} -neut. diminutive of pais, achildling (of either sex), i.e.
(prop.) aninfant, or (by extens)) a haf-grown boy or girl (cf. Mk 5:39-42)
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2. Thosewho are new Chrigtians, or immature Christians, are thus spoken of as “babesin
Chrig” - cf. 1 Co 3:1; Ga 4:19; He 5:12-13
3. Thiscan beadifficult time, in which a Chridian...
a. Isdill more carnd than spiritud -1 Co 3:1
b. Canbeasource of anxiety for those trying to lead them dong - Ga 4:19
c. Needsto focuson the “milk” of the Word - He 5:12-13

B. NEW CHRISTIANS CAN TAKE ENCOURAGEMENT FROM JOHN...
1. Becausether sns have been forgiven in Chrigt! -1 Jn 2:12
a. Forgivenessis not based upon maturity or perfection
b. But upon the blood of Jesus, and upon our willingness as Chrigtians to confess our Sins
-1Jn 19
2. Because they have “known the Father” - 1 Jn 2:13
a. l.e, they have felowship with the Father, which is John' s definition of “eternd life” - Jn
17:2-3
b. They may be“babes’, but they have “eternd life” in Chrigt! - ¢f. 1 Jn 5:11-12
¢. And John wants them to continue to believe! -1 Jn 5:13

[When a*“babe in Chrigt” feeds upon the milk of the Word, making good use of the cleansing power of
the blood of Chrigt, remaining in fellowship with the Father and sharing in “eternd life”, it will not be long
before they enter...]

II. THE STAGE OF YOUTH

A. INWHICH CHRISTIANSARE “YOUNG MEN"...
1. Asexplained previoudy, | take the expression “young men’ figuratively
2. lItrefersto dl, made or femde, young or old chronologicaly, who are “strong in the Lord”
3. l.e, dl “who have overcome the wicked one” - 1 Jn 2:13,14
a. Not that they are perfect, or without sn-cf. 1Jn 1:8
b. But that their faith has had time to be tested, and they have demondirated that they are
truly “born of God” - cf. 1 Jn 4:4; 5:4-5

B. THE SOURCE OF THEIR STRENGTH ISTHE WORD OF GOD...
1. Only asthe Word of God “abides’ (remains) in them arethey strong -1 Jn 2:14
2. BEven asDavid saw the vaue of letting the Word of God abidein hisheart - Ps 119:11
3. For thisreason, then, we need to heed the admonition of Peter - cf. 1 Pe 2:2

[As one demondirates time and again that they are strong in the Lord, they progress to the final stage of
the Chridian life...]

III.THE STAGE OF MATURITY

A. INWHICH CHRISTIANSARE “FATHERS' ...
1. Agan, | teketheterm “fathers’ figuratively
2. Itlikey refersin this passage to Chrigtians, mae and femde, who have reached the highest
dage of the Chridtian life
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3. Theterm “fathers’ suggests...
a. They have had experience, having progressed through earlier stages of the Chridtian life
(infancy, strength)
b. They have even produced spiritud offspring, by leading othersto Christ - cf. 1 Co 4:
14-15

B. THEY “HAVE KNOWN HIM WHO ISFROM THE BEGINNING" ...
1. Thereferenceislikdy to Jesus, who “was from the beginning” - 1 Jn 1:1; Jn 1:1-2
2. Isthere adidinction being made by John?
a. “Little children’ have known “the Father” - 1 Jn 2:13
b. “Fathers’ have known “the Son’ (who was from the beginning) - 1 Jn 2:13,14
3. If s, perhapsitisthis
a. Asbabesin Chrig, it can be sad that even in our infancy we can “know” the Father,
that is have an intimate rdaionship with Him and experience the eternd life which He
gives
b. But only with time, and with opportunity to “walk just as He walked” (1 Jn 2:6), can it
be said that one has truly come to “know” Jesus
1) Therefore the admonition of Peter to “grow in the...knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Chrigt” - 2 Pe 3:18
2) Which knowledge comes only as we develop the Christ-like gracesfound in 2 Pe
1:5-8

CONCLUSION

1. The Chrigtian life has much in harmony with physicd life...
a. Thereaeddfinite Sagesin life
b. Only through “growth’ does one pass from one stage to the other
c. But when growth does not occur, that isa sgn of a serious maady!

2. Thereisamgor difference, however...
a. Physcd growth usudly occurs without much effort on our part
b. Suchisnot the case with spiritua growth!

3. Theseversesthat have served as the basis of our text, while they are difficult in many respects, they
ought to clearly impress upon our minds severd truths...
a There e different sagesin the Chridian life
b. Ineach stage there are blessings to be enjoyed
c. But little children need to become young men, and young men need to become fathers

May God grant us the grace needed to grow as we should, and enjoy the full blessingsin each stage of
the Chridtian lifel
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L ove Not TheWorld
1 John 2:15-17

INTRODUCTION

1. We have seen that fellowship with God requires that there is no room for hatred in our heart toward
our brother:

“Hewho says heisin thelight, and hates his brother, isin darkness until
now.” (1Jn 2:9)

2. But thereis one sense in which we are not to have love a dl!

“Do not love the world or the thingsin the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father isnot in him.” (1Jn 2:15)

3. A vey smpleimperdiveistherefore givento us “Love not theworld...”

a. But do we understand the meaning of this command?

b. Do we gppreciate the importance of this command?
4. Inthisstudy, | hopeto...

a. Shed some light on what John is saying

b. Provide some motivation to serioudy heed what he commandsin this passage
[Let’ sbegin by answering the question “ Why should Christians not love the wor[d?” ]

|. BECAUSE OF WHAT THE WORLD IS(15a,16)

A. THE“WORLD” IN THISPASSAGE...

1. 1tisNOT the*physcal world”
a l.e, God'screation-Gen 1:1
b. Foritis“very good” - Gen 1:31

2. 1tisNOT the“human world”
a l.e, mankind
b. Indeed, God Himsdf loves the world of men - Jn 3:16

3. RATHER, itistheworld of “sin”, theworld of “evil”!
a. l.e, the“sphere” inwhich an, evil, and Saetan dominates
b. Just asthe phrase “the world of sports’ describes the domain in which sports

dominates, S0 this“world” is onein which Sn dominates

B. THREE THINGSIN PARTICULAR MAKE UP THIS“WORLD"...
1. “Thelust of the flesh’
a. Thisphraserefersto unbridied desires of the flesh - ¢f. Ga 5:19-21
b. Note that these desire can be expressed both:
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1) Sexudly (fornication, adultery, licentiousness)
2) Socidly (hatred, contentions, jeslousies)
2. “Thelust of the eyes’
a. Thisrefersto the unlawful longing for things which we can see
b. It can be summed up in oneword: “covetousness’
c. A modern day expression could be “materidisn’
d. How seriousisthis? Congder Ep 5:5-7; Co 3:5-7
3. “Theprideof life”
a. Thiswould include pride based upon such things as.
1) Age
2) Experience
3) Ancestry
4) Pagt accomplishments
5) Money, position, power
b. Thefdlly of trusing in such thingsinseenin 1 Co 1:26-31

C. AFEW PASSING OBSERVATIONS...
1. Each of thesethreethings often strike harder at different timesin our life:
a. Theyoung are most often affected by the “lust of the fledT’
b. Themiddle-aged are usudly &fflicted by the “lust of the eyes’
c. Theaged arelikely to be plagued with the “pride of life”
2. Thereseemsto be atendency to consider one more seriousthan the others
a. We seem more concerned about sins involving the “lust of the fled’ than gnsin the
other categories
1) E.g., whichisworse, fornication or covetousness?
2) E.g., which do we consder more serious, adultery or jealousy?
b. If wearenot careful...
1) Whilefighting sSrong againg immordity...
2) ..materidism and pride may “snesk in” the back door!

[Whether it be immordity, materidism or pride, it is dill part of the “world” we are not to love! But
why? We have noticed other passages which say why we shouldrit (cf. Ga 5:19-21), but in our text
John gives another reason...]

II. BECAUSE OF WHAT LOVING THE “WORLD” DOES (15b)

A. IT MAKESIT IMPOSSIBLE TO LOVE THE FATHER...

1. “If anyonelovestheworld, the love of the Father isnot in him.”
a | understand “the love of the Father” means “to have love for the Father”
b. Instead of “the Father’slovefor us’, for He loves us even as sinner's- Ro 5:8

2. Johnisnot the only person to say that if we love the world, we cannot love God:
a. Jamestaught that “friendship with the world is enmity with God” - Ja 4:4
b. Jesus sad that we cannot serve two masters - Mt 6:24

3. Our sinful pride may rebel againg this thought, but we smply are not able to love the world
and God at the same time!

The First Epistle Of John 18



Mark A. Copeland

B. TO SEE WHY, LET'SDEFINE “THE LOVE OF THE FATHER” ...
1. What doesit redly mean for meto love the Fether?
2. According to John, it meansthat | keegp His commandments - ¢f. 1 Jn 5:3
3. TothisJesusagrees-Jn 14:15,21; 15:10

C. IFWE LOVE THE WORLD, WE CAN'T KEEP GOD’'SCOMMANDMENTS...!

1. E.g.,if youaredriven by “thelust of theflesh ...

a. Tocommit fornication, adultery, etc.

b. Thenyou can't keep God's command not to defraud your brother - cf. 1 Th 4:3-6
2. E.g., if you areovercomeby “lust of the eyes’ ...

a.  Sothat you dwayswant more, and to hold on to what you have

b. Thenyouwon't keep God's command to help the needy - cf. 1 Jn 3:16-17
3. E.g.if you arefilled with “the pride of life” ...

a. Sothat you consder yoursef more important than others

b. Youwill not be able to keep the command to imitate Christ - cf. Ph 2:3-5

[Soitisimpossble to fathfully serve God and Jesus, thereby showing our love for them, if we dlow
ourselvesto “love the world”! But John gives us another reason why we should not “love the world”...]

I11.BECAUSE OF WHERE THE “WORLD” IS GOING (17)

A. “THE WORLD ISPASSING AWAY" ...
1. Thisistruein regardsto our individud lives- cf. 1 Pe 1:24; Ja 4.13-14
2. Itisdso true concerning everything that we leave behind - cf. 2 Pe 3:10

B. IN CONTRAST, “HE WHO DOESTHE WILL OF GOD ABIDESFOREVER” ...
1. Thisisbecause he will be blessed to enter the heavenly kingdom - Mt 7:21
2. EBEvenhis“works’ will falow with him - Re 14:13

CONCLUSION

1. Isn'tthiswhat weal want? To one day hear these wonderful words...

“Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, |
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.”
(Mt 25:21)

2. Evenif we could gain thewhole world in thislifetime...
a. Isitworthit?-cf. Mt 16:26
b. Yet most people are slling their soul to the devil and thisworld for awhole lot less!

3. Let'sgive serious heed to John's admonition, and make sure that our affection isin the right place:
loving the Father by keeping His commandmentd!

Are you keeping the commandments of God? - cf. Mt 28:18-20
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Bewar e Of Antichrists!
1 John 2:18-27

INTRODUCTION

1. With aterm of endearment (“little children?’) that is a favorite of John's, he now proceeds to warn
them about a problem that was very red in hisday...

“Little children, it isthe last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it isthe
last hour.” (1Jn 2:18)

2. Johnisthe only writer of the New Testament who uses the term “antichrist”, and he uses the term
just fivetimes...
a. Twiceherein 1 Jn 2:18 (“antichrigt is coming...many antichrists have come”)
b. Aganinl1Jn 2: 22 (“*Heisantichrist who denies...”)
c. Alsoin1Jn 4:3 (“thisisthe spirit of the antichrig...”)
d. Andin2Jn 7 (“adeceiver and an antichrist.”)

3. Theterm is commonly used today by many to refer to oneindividual (*The Antichrig”), who is
supposed to appear in the “end times”'....
a. l.e, someactud person who will arisein the rdigio-politica arena and lead many people astray
just before Christ comes again
b. Thisview ishdd by pre-millenidigs and many amillenidists as well
c. A connection is usudly made to the “man of Sn” described by Paul in 2 Th 2:1-11, and that
John possibly has reference to the same individua

4. Whether that is so or nat, it is evident that John was more concerned about “antichrists’ who have
aready come; and so we might ask...
a. Who were these “antichrigts’?
b. How were the Chrigians to avoid being mided by them?
c. How can we avoid being mided by antichrists today (whether it be one or many)?

[Let'sbegin by..]

. IDENTIFYING THE “ANTICHRISTS’

A. THEY REFUSE TO FOLLOW APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY ... (19
1. InJohn'sday...
a. They wereindividuas who had associated with the gpostles and other Chrigtians
b. But they had gone out on their own, and were no longer in felowship with the gpostles
c. Thusit became manifest tha they were not “of us’ (gpproved by the apostles)
d. Later, John describesthe “the spirit of the antichrist” as that which does not hear the

apostles (i.e., respect apostolic authority) - cf. 1 Jn 4:3-6
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2. Inourday...
a Many “antichrigs’ behave the same way
1) They may gart out acting like they respect gpostolic authority, and seek to be with
Chrigians
2) But eventudly their true nature comes out and they will not want to be with those
who respect gpostolic authority very long
b. Soadgnof “antichrids’ is their attitude toward the “apostles doctrine” (i.e., the
Scriptures)
c. Those who rgect the gpodtles, rgect Christ himsdlf (cf. Jn 13:20), and are thus
“antichrig”!

B. THEY DENY JESUSISTHE CHRIST... (22-23)
1. InJohn'sday...
a. They denied that Jesusisthe Chridt - cf. 1 Jn 2:22a
1) Many Gnostics dleged that Jesus and Christ were two different persons
a) That Chris merely gppeared to have flesh, but in redlity did not
b) Or that the Christ descended upon Jesus at His baptism and departed at the
time of His suffering
2) Itisthisdenid that Jesus Chrigt camein the flesh that John identifies as the spirit of
the antichrist -1Jn 4:3-4
b. They denied the Father and the Son - cf. 1 Jn 2:22b-23
1) By denying that Jesusisthe Chrigt, they were denying the Son (i.e., He who was
“begotten of the Father” and who became flesh)! - cf. Jn 1:14
2) By denying the Son, they were in essence adso denying the Father! - cf. Jn 13:20
2. Today, an “antichrit” would be one...
a. Who denies Jesus to be the Messiah
b. Who denies the nature of Jesus (that He was fully God and fully man)

[ Those who deny apostalic authority, and especidly their teaching about the nature of Jesus Chrigt,
manifest the spirit of “antichrist”. How can we guard againgt being mided by modern-day “antichrists’?]

II. GUARDING AGAINST THE “ANTICHRISTS”

A. JOHN'SINITIAL READERS...
1. Werereminded of thelr “anointing” - 1 Jn 2:20-21, 27
a. This“anainting from the Holy One”...
1) Enabled them to “know dl things’
2) Enabled them “not to need that anyone teach you’
b. | understand it to be areference to the “gifts of the Spirit”...
1) Whichin New Testament times served to provide revelation and confirmation of
the truth for the early church
2) Sothat they could have identified the “antichrists’ without John's help
2. Despite having this“anainting”, they needed to be encouraged to continue in what they had
learned (from the Spirit) - 1 Jn 2:24-25
a. Having the “gifts of the Spirit” did not keegp them from snning, or being mided - 1 Jn
2:26
The First Epistle Of John 21




Mark A. Copeland

b. Only by heeding that which they had heard from the beginning would they continue to
abide in the Son and in the Father, and receive the promise of eternd lifel

B. CHRISTIANSTODAY...
1. Wedon't havethe“anainting” like John's readers did...
a.  Though many people today do misapply this verse to teach that we can have some
“anainting” from God
b. Butif wedid, then we would not need the Scriptures (cf. 1 Jn 2:20,27), and only the
self-deceived would make such a clam today!
2. However, we have something just as good!
a. Thais, the Word of God, which isthe “sword of the Spirit” - cf. Ep 6:17
b. We have “thefaith once ddlivered unto the saints’ - cf. Ju 3
c. l.e, anobjective sandard by which we can know the truth, and avoid being mided by
subjective fedings that can be mistaken for some sort of prompting of the Spirit
d. With the Scriptures, we have dl we need to know God'swill - cf. 2 Ti 3:16-17
3. But like John' s readers, we need to be encouraged to continue in what we have learned
from the Spirit-given Word...
a. Having the Word of God does not ensure that we wor't be mided by others
b. For unlesswe study and apply the Word, we are open to deceptions by modern-day
“antichrigs’!

CONCLUSION

1. “Antichrists’ areavery red problem for ustoday:

a. For while there may not be many professng Christians who deny Jesusis the Chrig, or that He
caneinthefles..

b. ..there are many who rgect the authority of the gpostles by the manner in which they disregard
the Scriptures!

c. Thesolution then...remains the samefor us “ Thereforelet that abide in you which you
heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abidesin you, you
also will abidein the Son and in the Father.” (1 Jn 2:24)

2. Asanimpetusto heed the words of John, remember what he said was the significance of these
“antichrigs’: “...by which we know it isthe last hour”
a.  John knew that in the scheme of God' s redemption Jesus could return a any time!
b. Thefact that it has been 1900 years since John penned these words does not detract from their
truthfulness (for chronologicd timeis meaninglessto God - cf. 2 Pe 3:8-9)
c. Weaeliving, therefore, in “the last hour”, and Christ may comein judgment at any time!

Are we ready for His coming?
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Having Confidence At Christ’s Coming
1 John 2:28-29

INTRODUCTION

1. Thetimeiscoming when we shdl have to sand before the judgment seet of Chridt...
a.  God has ordained Chrigt to be the judge of the world - Jn 5:22, 26-27; Ac 17;30-31
b. Therefore we must all appear before Christ - 2 Co 5:10

2. Many people, if they think of the Day of Judgment at dl, do so with greet gpprehension...
a. For some, it is probably for good reason they fear that Day, for they know their lives are not
right with God
b. But there are some who fear the coming of that Day, who realy shouldn't, but can look forward
to that day knowing they will stand before Him with great boldness!

3. Indeed, John wrote hisfirgt epistle with the desire to help his readers understand that they can have
confidence before the Lord when He comes...

“ And now, little children, abidein Him, that when He appears, we may have
confidence and not be ashamed before Him at Hiscoming.” (1 Jn 2:28)

4. Inthisstudy, | would like for usto take a close look ...
a. John’'sgoal for his*“little childrer’
b. John’'s solution for obtaining this god

[We begin, then, by determining...]

. JOHN'SGOAL FORHIS“LITTLE CHILDREN”

A. TOHAVE “CONFIDENCE” WHEN CHRIST APPEARS...
1. Theword for “confidence’ isparrhesia, {par-rhay-see’ -ah}
a. It means“al outgpokenness, i.e. frankness, bluntness, publicity; by impl. assurance: --
bold, confidence’
b. Itisused esewhere to describe:
1) The boldness of Peter and John before the council - Ac 4:13
2) Theboldness of Paul’s preaching - Ac 9:27
2. Evennow, in Chrigt we can have...
a. “...boldness and access with confidence’ to God - Ep 3:12
b. Bold access to the throne of God for mercy and graceto help - He 4:14-16
3. Thereforeit is John's goa that we have the same sort of “boldness’ and “confidence’ at
Chrig’ s gppearing that we have now!
a. Just aswe can now boldly approach God'sthrone of grace...
b. ...s0we can then stand with confidence before Chrigt’ s throne of judgment!
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B. TONOT BE “ASHAMED” WHEN HE COMES...
1. Theword hereisaischunomai {ahee-skhoo’-nom-ahee}
a. Whichisfrom aischos (disfigurement, i.e. disgrace); to fed shame (for onesdf): -- be

b.

ashamed
It is used to describe the unjust steward’ s atitude toward begging - Lk 16:3

2. To be*ashamed”, then, isthe opposgte of having “boldness’ and “confidence’
3. John does not want us to be ashamed of oursalves when Christ comes again!

[To gtand before Jesus a His coming, with confidence and no shame, that is John’s god for his*“little
children’! Isthat not the god for oursaves aswell? How can we be sure that will be true of us?

Consder...]

1. JOHN'SSOLUTION FOR OBTAINING THISGOAL

A. “ABIDEINHIM" ...

1. Hereisthekey to having “confidence’ at Christ’s appearing

2. Thisisthe answer if we do not want to be “ashamed” a His coming
But how does one “abide in Chrigt”?

B. ABIDING IN CHRIST...

1. Involvesletting HisWord abidein us
a. AsJohn stated earlier - 1 Jn 2:24
b. And asexplaned by Jesus Himsdf - Jn 14:21,23; 15:10
2. Letting His Word abide in us therefore involves two important concepts:
a. That weknowHisWord
b. That wekeep HisWord
3. | am persuaded that the lack of confidence many Chrigtians have is the result of not knowing
the words of Jesus...
a. Itisakinto the gpprenenson many fed before taking atest
1) Not having properly studied the materid, naturaly they dori't know it very well
2) Whereas one who has mastered the materid has confidence going into the test
b. When brethren do not read and study God' sword, the Bible, it is understandable why
they would be apprehensive about being judged by it!
c. But the solution to not knowing God' s Word, and those of His Son, isa smple one:
read!
4. Itisnot enough, though, to “know”, we must also “keep” His Word...
a  Wemus be“doers’ of the Word - cf. Mt 7:21, 24-27
b. Only the one who “practices righteousness’ is truly born of God and abiding in Jesus
-cf.1Jn 2:29
c. Butif you know what Jesus has actudly taught, it is not that “hard” to do what He says!
-cf.1Jn5:3
d. Add to thisthe promise of the cleansing power of Jesus’ blood whenwe sin (1 Jn 1:9),
we have every reason to have “confidence’!
CONCLUSION
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1. The gory istold about a conversation between two little boys...
One of the boys noticed that the other’s grandmother spent alot of time
reading her Bible. “Why does sheread the Bible so much?” the boy asked his
friend. Theother boy replied, “ Sheiscramming for her final exam!”

2. Themore we know, and the more we k eep the words of our Lord, the greater our confidence that
we shall stand before our Lord on that greet Day of Judgment with al boldness!

3. AsJohn says, “ Abidein Him,” which we have seen occurs when we follow his earlier admonition:
“Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what
you heard from the beginning abidesin you, you also will abide in the Son and

in the Father.” (1Jn 2:24)

Areyou letting the Word of God abide in you, so that you are truly abiding in the Son and in the Father?
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The Children Of God
1 John 3:1-3

INTRODUCTION

1. In1Jn 2:29, for the firs time John speaks of Chrigtians as those who are “born” of God...
a. Itisan expresson tha will be used time and again throughout the remainder of this epistie
-1Jn 3:9; 4:7,5:1,4,18
b. Itisafigurative expresson, emphasizing that the Chrigtian s spiritud lifeis aresult of the
redemptive work of God - cf. Co 2:12-13; Ti 3:4-7
c. Asareault of thisworking of God in our lives, we have been “born again”, and can therefore be
properly caled God's “children’

2. That we can be cdled “children of God’ was amazing to John, and in our text (1 Jn 3:1-3) he
desires that we reflect...
a.  Upon the 9gnificance of being cdled the “children of God’
b. Upon the implications of what it should mean in our lives

[As we take the opportunity to reflect upon such things, we first notice that this passage reminds us of...]

. WHAT WE ARE ASCHILDREN OF GOD (1)

A. WE ARE RECIPIENTSOF GOD’SLOVE...
1. “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be
called children of God!”
2. Itisthrough the love of God that we can even become His children - Jn 3:16; Ro 5:8;
1Jn 4:9-10; Ti 3:3-7
3. Itisan honor for God to even take notice of us as one of His creatures (cf. Psa 8:3-4),
how much love God must have to adlow usto become His children!
B. WE ARE UNKNOWN BY THE WORLD...
1. “...theworld does not know us...”
2. That is, they do not truly recognize or gppreciate what we have become in Christ
3. They may even deem us asredligious fanatics, fools - cf. 1 Co 4:9-13
4. But thisisunderstandable...
a. For theworld did not (and till does not) really know Jesus-Jn 1:11
b. And for now, our livesare “hidden” in Jesus- Co 3:3-4

[Loved and honored by God, unknown and sometimes despised by the world; that is what we are
today asthe children of God. But as stated by Paul in Co 3:4, when Christ comes we will “appear with
Himinglory’! This spesks of our condition in the future, and John aso writes of our future condition...]

. WHAT WE SHALL BE ASCHILDREN OF GOD (2)
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A. IT HASNOT YET BEEN FULLY REVEALED...
1. Exactly what we shal be like has not yet been reveded
2. Which may be that due to our finite cgpability to comprehend
3. Ingenerd terms we have been promised a spiritual body and immortdity - cf. 1 Co 15:
42-44,50-53
4. But thereis something e, hinted at by both Paul and John...

B. WE SHALL BE LIKE JESUS...

1. “..weknow that we shall belike Him, for we shall seeHim asHeis”

2. Paul aso saysthat we will be like Jesus when He comes...
a  Wedhdl bear theimage of the “heavenly Man’ - cf. 1 Co 15:49
b. Our lowly bodies will undergo awonderful transformation to become like Jesus - Ph 3:

20-21

3. Though we cannot fully know what we will be like, it must redly be something, for as Chrigt

isnow, no man can redly sseHimand live! - ¢f. 1 Ti 6:13-16

[Thiswonderful hope of what we will be some day should encourage usto “stand fast in the Lord” (cf.
Ph 3:20-4:1). John aso has something to say asto how this hope ought to influence how welive, ashe
describes...]

HT.WHAT WE SHOULD BE ASCHILDREN OF GOD (3)

A. OUGHT TO BE MOTIVATED BY OUR HOPE...
1. “everyonewho hasthishope...”
2. The hope of which John writes, of course, isthe earnest expectation that we will be like
Jesus when He comes

B. DILIGENTLY INVOLVED IN PURIFYING ONE'SSELF...
1. The Greek word for “purify” ishagnizo which means “to make clean, i.e. (fig.) sanctify”
a Itisclosdy related to the word for “holiness’, which in Greek is hagiasmos, meaning
“holiness, sanctification’
b. It thereforeinvolvestheideaof being “set apart” for aholy purpose, which Christians
are taught to pursue - cf. He 12: 14
2. Properly motivated by the hope that Jesus will “transform our lowly body thet it may be
conformed to His glorious body” (Ph 3:21), the true child of God will work toward the
purity (holiness) seen in the Lord Himsdf
3. How can Chridians purify themsdves?
a. Firs and foremost by appropriating the cleansing power of the blood of Jesud - cf.
1Jn 19
b. Only then can we hopeto be truly holy and without blemish - cf. Ep 5:25-27
c. But we ds0 have an obligation to remove oursaves from things that would defile us - cf.
2C06:16-7:1

CONCLUSION

1. By virtue of God'slove for us, and Hisworking in us, we can truly be caled the “children of God™!
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2. However, to become a child of God, and truly remain such, we must be willing to cooperate with
God...

a. When our faith joins with the working of God, we can become His children! - cf. Co 2:12-13;
Ga3:26-27

b. Aslong asour faith remains strong, we have the assurance of receiving the promises God has
made - cf. He 3:12-14; 4:1-2; 10:35-39; Re 2:10

May the love our heavenly Father has shown in making us His children, serve to motivate us to remain
fathful to Him!
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Sin And The Child Of God
1 John 3:4-9

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous study (“ The Children Of God”), we saw that the true child of God purifies himsdf
because of the hope of seeing Jesuson day - cf. 1 Jn 3:2-3

2. Indiscussang “purity”, the subject of “sSn” naturdly arises..
a.  Which may be why John movesright into adiscusson of “ Sin And The Child of God” - 1 Jn
3:4-9 (read)
b. Itdsofitsinto John'soveral theme of combating the Gnogtic-like influences that were teaching
that Snning did not affect one’ s relationship with God

3. How shdl thetrue child of God regard Sn? Isit something to be taken lightly? Not if the apostle
John has anything to say about it!

[Usng ver ses 4-9 as our text, then, let’s consder what John has to say about “ Sin And The Child Of
God”. Webegin by noticing...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF SIN (4)

A. ASUNDERSTOOD BY SOME...
1. Snisncthing more than aviolaion of humean reaionships
2. Which can be eadly resolved by correcting relationship problems
--  While some snsmay be aviolaion of “human’ reaionships, the true meaning of Sn goes
much farther than that

B. THELITERAL MEANING OF THE WORD “SIN”...
1. The Greek word for “gn” ishamartia, and it literally means “to miss the mark”
2. E.g., aswhen an archer failsto hit the center of the target
3. So“dn” issomekind of action (or lack of it) in which one fals to meet the god intended by
God - cf. R0 3:23

C. ASDEFINED BY JOHN...
1. Snis“lawlessness’ (NKJV), or “transgression of the law” (KJV)
2. Theword for lawlessness (transgression) is anomia, which means “illegdity, i.e. violation of
law”
a. l.e,tobresk or violate alaw, such asthe law of God
b. E.g., to sted when the law says “Thou shdt not stedl”
3. So sin occurs when you do what is forbidden (commonly caled “ a sin of commission”)

D. ASDEFINED BY JAMES...
1. James describes another kind of sin - cf. Ja 4:17
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2. So gnisdso committed when you fail to do what is good or commanded (often cdled “ a
sin of omission™)
a. E.g, faling to love your brother
b. Whileyou may not do ill toward your brother, failure to do good isjust as much asin!

E. INBOTH OF THESE DEFINITIONS OF SIN...
1. Onehasfailed to meet a certain sandard (they have “missed the mark”)
2. Inthiscase, the standard is the “law of God”
a.  Which, when carefully noted, is designed to help usin our relationships with...
1) God
2) Other people
3) Evenddf
b. Every command of God, both negative and positive, affect these rdationshipsin one
way or the other

[Failure to understand the true nature of “SN” is one reason why there is so much apathy toward it
today. But every timewe sin, we are adversely affecting our relaionship with either God, others, or our
own saved  Further ingght into the terribleness of sin is gained by considering what John says aboi...]

Il. THE ORIGIN OF SIN (8a)

A. SINISOF THE DEVIL...!
1. “Hewho ansisof the devil, for the devil has snned from the beginning.”
2. Thisgtatement of John isreminiscent of one made by Jesusin Jn 8:44
3. From the beginning the devil has been the “father” or origin of Sn (“heisaliar and the father
of it”)

B. THOSE WHO SIN ARE OF THE DEVIL...!

1. Sinceheisthe“faher” of Sn, those who practice sin are his children

2. “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do” - cf. Jn 8:
44a

3. Sowhenwe “missthe mark” by either...
a. Doing what isforbidden
b. Failing to do what is commanded
...we demondtrate the influences of the devil in our lives

[I1f Sn can make one to be “the children of the devil”, that ought to tdl us something about the
terribleness of Sin!' But there is something el se that describes Sin’ s terribleness, and that is seen aswe
congder what John says abot...]

IIl.THE DEFEAT OF SIN (5a, 8b)

A. THISWASTHE PURPOSE OF CHRIST'SCOMING...
1. “Hewas manifested to take away our Sns” - 1 Jn 3:5a
2. “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the
devil.” - 1Jn 3:8b
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3. AsJohnthe Baptist declared: “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world!” - Jn 1:29
-- To continue to wak in sin, therefore, is to undermine the purpose of our Lord' s coming!

B. CONSIDER WHAT IT COST JESUSTO ACCOMPLISH THISPURPOSE...
1. Nothing lessthan Hisown degth! - cf. 1 Co 15:3
2. Nothing lessthan His precious blood! - cf. Ac 20:28; 1 Pe 1:18-19
--  Does not thistell us something about the terribleness of Sn?

[When we properly understand what sinis, and how terrible it must be in God' s Sght, then for the “child
of God” there can only be one goad: what John describes as...]

IV.THE REFRAINMENT OF SIN (6-7, 9)

A. WHOEVER “ABIDESIN HIM” DOESNOT SIN... (6)
1. Thephrase“doesnot Sn” is present tense in the Greek, suggesting a practice of not sinning
a.  John has dready affirmed that Chrigianssin - cf. Jn 1:8,10
b. Tosay wehavenosnistolie andto make God aliar
c. So Johnistaking about one who does not “continuoudy practice Sn”
2. Suchistrue of those who “gbide in Him”
a. Thosewho “abidein Jesus” do not continuoudy engagein Sn
b. That isbecausethey...
1) Let that which they have heard from the beginning abide in them (i.e,, the words of
Jesus) - cf. 1Jn 2:24
2) Strivetowalk even as Jesuswaked - cf. 1 Jn 2:6
3. But the one who continuoudy practices Sn has neither seen Jesus nor known him (despite
any clamsto the contrary!)

B. WHOEVER “HASBEEN BORN OF GOD” DOESNOT SIN... (9)

1. Agan, John uses the present tense when he says “does not Sin”
a. Heisnot suggesting that one “born of God” never Sns
b. But that onetruly “born of God” does not continuoudy practice Sn

2. Andwhy isthat? Because “His seed remansin Him”
a. The“seed” isthat life-giving principle that makes one a child of God
b. Which clearly involves the Word of God - cf. Ja 1:18; 1 Pe 1.22-23

3. Aslong asonedlowsthe“seed” (the Word of God) to remain in him, heis “born of God”
a.  Assuch he does not continuoudy practice Sn
b. Nor can he continuoudy practice sin, if the “seed” isremaning in him
c. Ingead, he continuoudy practices righteousness! - 1 Jn 3:7

CONCLUSION

1. Agan, it helpful to remember that Johnis dedling with precursors to Gnosticism, and the idea that
one can claim to be “born of God” and not be concerned about sin in thelr life

2. But when we are aware of :
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a. Thedefinition of 9n
b. Theoriginof Sn

c. Thedefeat of 9n

d. Therefrainment of Sn

...our attitude toward sin will certainly be different than those John was having to combat!

3. What isyour atitude toward Sn?
a. Have you been born again through obedience to the Word of God (the incorruptible seed)?
b. Areyou letting that “seed” remain in you o that you do not continuoudy practice Sn?

How you answer can reveal whose “child” you redly arel
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The Necessity Of Brotherly Love
1 John 3:10-15

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our previous study (“ Sin And The Child Of God"), we saw where John described two
different kinds of people...

a.  Onewho continuoudy practices Sn, and istherefore “of the devil” - 1 Jn 3:8a

b. One*“born of God,” who does not continuoudy practicesn-1.Jn 3:9

John continues to illustrate the contrast between “the children of God” and “the children of the devil”
in1 Jn 3:10, presenting two criteriawhich distinguishes them:

a. Practicing righteousness

b. Brothely love

Both of these “criteria” have dready been introduced earlier in thisepidtle...
a. John enjoined “brotherly love” as necessary to “abiding inthelight” - 1 Jn 2:9-11
b. He connected “practicing righteousness’ to being “born of Him” - 1 .Jn 2:29; 3:7

It is primarily the subject of “brotherly love” that John expounds upon throughout the rest of
this epidtle, including that which serves as our text for thisstudy - 1 Jn 3:10-15

[In these verses, John describes* The Necessity Of Brotherly Love”, giving ustwo main reasons
why we must love one another. Thefirst of whichis..]

IT DISTINGUISHESTHE CHILDREN OF GOD (10-13)

A. TWO THINGS*MANIFEST” THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GOD’SCHILDREN
AND THE DEVIL’SCHILDREN... (10)
1. Theword “manifest” means
a. Toshow or demongtrate plainly; reved
b. To be evidence of; prove
2. That which dearly demondratesthe children of God are:
a. The practice of righteousness
b. Thelove of the brethren
3. Whereasthose who are the children of the devil are clearly reveded when they:
a. Do not practice righteousness
b. Do not have brotherly love

B. THE COMMAND TO LOVE IS*FROM THE BEGINNING” ... (11)
1. l.e, from the beginning of the gospd, spoken by Jesus Himsdlf - ¢f. Jn 13:34-35

2. Notethat Jesus dso stressed how loving one another would make the children of God (His
disciples) “manifes” to theworld: “...by thisal will know” - Jn 13:35

The First Epistle Of John 33



Mark A. Copeland

C. EXPECT SOME CONFLICT BETWEEN THESE TWO “CHILDREN" ... (12-13)
1. Just asCain killed his brother Abdl
a. Hewho was of the wicked one killed his brother
b. The murder was sparked by the contrast between the works of the two
2. Sodon't be surprised if the world hates you aswell - cf. dso Jn 15:18-20

[When we follow the teachings of Jesus, especidly His command to love one another, it soon become
evident (“menifex”) that we are different from those of the world. But that difference sometimes leads
to jedousy and its unpleasant consequences. What imperative is there, then, to heed a command that
makes us stand out so? Well, as John continues...]

Il. IT SIGNIFIESA PASSING FROM DEATH TO LIFE (14-15)

A. ITISAMARK OF TRUE CONVERSION... (14a)
1. Cetanly brotherly loveis not the only indicator
2. Remember that we must dso practice righteousness - cf. Ga 5:22-23
3. But lovefor the brethren is a postive sign that true converson has occurred

B. WHEREASLACK OF LOVE ISAN OMINOUS SIGN... (14b-15)
1. Tha one“abidesin death’
Aswe saw earlier, one who hates his brother “isin darkness until now” - 1 Jn 2:9,11
Indeed, hating one’s brother makes one amurderer! (just like Cain)
And it should be sdf-evident that a murderer does not possess eternd lifel

Awbd

C. WHEN CHRISTIANSDO NOT LOVE THEIR BRETHREN...
1. It may be an indication that true conversion never occurred, and that they are Chrigtiansin
name only
2. It may bethat there was true conversion...
a. But the Chrigian is dill a“babein Chrigt” - cf. 1 Co 3:1-3
b. Or that what the writer of Hebrews feared has occurred - cf. He 3:12-14
3. Inany circumstance, it is not what God desires for usl

CONCLUSION

1. Two compdling reasons are therefore given by John for why we should love one ancther:
a It diginguishesthe children of God
b. It 9gnifiesapassng from death to life

2. John will have more to say about love and its vaue, but may these two reasons compe usto
examine our hearts and our attitudes toward our brethren!

“Let brotherly love continue.” (He 13:1)
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The Definition And Value Of Brotherly Love
1 John 3:16-24

INTRODUCTION

1. John hasgiven ustwo reasonsin 1 Jn 3:10-15 for why it is necessary that we love the brethren...
a. Along with practicing righteousness, it digtinguishes the children of God
b. It 9gnifiesapassng from death to life

2. But what doesit redlly mean to love the brethren? And what benefits do we receive in return when
we possess brotherly love?

3. Thesetwo questions are answered by John in 1 Jn 3:16-24, which serves as the text of this lesson
entitled “ The Definition And Value Of Brotherly Love”

[Beginningin ver se 16, wefind...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF BROTHERLY LOVE (16-18)

A. JESUSEXEMPLIFIESWHAT IT MEANSTO LOVE THE BRETHREN... (16)

1. Theword for love (Grk., agape), has often been described as “active goodwill”

2. Ingiving Hislifefor our sns, Jesus cartainly demondrated goodwill in an active way

3. By meditating upon His example, we are “taught of God to love one another” - ¢f. 1 Th 4.9

4. With Jesus’ example, then, we come to understand what brotherly loveisdl about:
sacrificdly serving otherd
a. Therefore we should be willing to lay down our lives for one another
b. 1t may involve“dying” for our brethren; it can aso be “living” for them through serving

B. AN EXAMPLE OF FAILING TO SHOW BROTHERLY LOVE... (17)
1. John usesthe example of not helping a brother when it iswithin your power to do so
2. Inview of Chrig’slove, can we clam to have love if we are not willing to sacrifice for a
brother in need?
3. Thisilludratesthat brotherly loveis not only being willing to “die” for someone, but willing to
“live” for them as well, through active service on their behalf

C. THEREFORE, AN ADMONITIONTO “TRUE LOVE"... (18)
1. Anadmonition prefaced by John' s favorite term of endearment: “My little childrer?’
2. Tolove, not just in words, but truly, through deeds!

[We see, then, that “brotherly love” which 1) distinguishes the children of God, and 2) Sgnifies one as
having passed from desth to life, must go beyond the spoken word or occasiona hymn. Patterned after
the example of Jesus, “brotherly love” is manifested by what one does, not just by what one says (cf.

1 Co0 13:4-8). The blessedness of such loveisnot only for the recipient, but aso for the giver, aswe
learn beginning in ver se 19...]

The First Epistle Of John 35



Mark A. Copeland

Il. THE VALUE OF BROTHERLY LOVE (19-24)

A. IT GIVESONE ASSURANCE BEFORE GOD... (19-21)
1. Loveof the brethrenisan indication that oneis“of the truth’, just asit was an indication that
one had passed from degth to life (1 Jn 3:14)
2. Itiscertanly not the only indicator (cf. 1 Jn 3:10), but it does help to provide one with
assurance of their salvation
3. Theimportance of such assurance
a. If our own hearts condemn us...
1) Because we know we do not love the brethren as we ought
2) Certainly God, who is greater and knows dl things, will know of our shortcomings
inthisarea (* If conscience condemn usin known sin, or the neglect of known
duty, God does so too.” - Matthew Henry)
b. Butif our heartsdo not condemn us...
1) Because we are loving the brethren as we know we should
2) Thiswill make us able to approach God with joyful confidence!

B. ITLEADSTO POSITIVE ANSWERSTO PRAYER... (22-23)
1. Our prayersare more likely to be answered according to our requests
2. Because we are kegping the commandments of God (of which loving the brethren is one),
and thereby pleesng Him
3. “Commandment-keeping” is a condition upon which God hears prayer, just asitisa
condition upon which Christ promises His abiding love - Jn 15:10

C. IT ENSURESTHAT ONE ABIDESIN CHRIST... (24)
1. Abiding in Chrigt is contingent upon keeping His commandments (and loving the brethren is
certainly one of His commandments) - cf. Jn 14:23
2. And how do we know that Chrigt truly abides in those who keeps His commandments?
a. By the Spirit whom Chrigt has given
b. He (the Spirit) reminded the gpostles of the key to abiding in Chrigt - cf. Jn 14:19-26

CONCLUSION

1. Aren't these three blessngs what every true Christian desires...?
a. Abidingin Chrig, and Hein us?
b. God answering our prayers?
c. Confidence concerning our standing before God?

2. For these blessingsto be ours...
a  Wemug dlow Chrig to teach us by His example what it redly means to have “brotherly love”
b. And then manifest such sacrificid servicein our lives

“My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

Doesthe love of God abidein you?
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Test The Spirits!
1 John 4:1-6

INTRODUCTION

1. Sofarinthisepigle, John has discussed what our reationship should be (or not be) in regardsto:

a

b
c
d.
e

God -1Jn 1:5-6

. Jesus-1Jn 2:34
. Thethingsintheworld-1Jn 2:15

Sn-1Jn 3:4-5
Our brethren-1Jn 3:11

2. Aschapter four begins, we find John exhorting us concerning avery red danger: fase prophets
-cf.1JIn 4:1-6

[With another term of endearment (“beloved”), then, John exhorts his brethren to...]

|. TEST THE SPIRITS! (1)

A.

“DO NOT BELIEVE EVERY SPIRIT...”
1. l.e, don't believe everything you hear, or everyone who clamsto be from God
2. How foolish it would be to do so should be obvious...
a. Wewould bein a congant state of confusion (believing one thing one moment, and
another thing the next)
b. Wewould be easily mided by those teaching error

“TEST THE SPIRITS, WHETHER THEY ARE OF GOD...”
1. Theword“test” (“try”, KJV) means...
a. Toexamine, prove scrutinize (Thayer)
b. Toseewhether athing is genuine or not
2. Sodon't just accept what some teacher or preacher is saying; examine what is being taught
3. Thosewho have this attitude are highly commended in the Scriptures
a TheBeeans-Ac17:11
b. TheEphedans-Re2:2

“BECAUSE MANY FAL SE PROPHETSHAVE GONE OUT INTO THE WORLD...”
1. Thisisthereason we must “test the spirits’
2. Othershave also warned us of thisfact...
a Jesus-Mt 7:15
b. Peter-2Pe2:1-3
c. Paul -2Co011:13-15
3. Sowemust examine, prove, and scrutinize those who would teach ug!
a. Even though some teachers might consider it insubordinate
b. Even though some might not like the possible controversy it may cause
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4. When one teachesin our classes, pulpits, radio, newspapers, etc., we must “test the spirits”
[But how shdl we test the spirits? In our text, John shares with us severd tests...]
II. THE TESTS (2-3, 6)

A. DO THEY CONFESSTHAT JESUSCHRIST HASCOME IN THE FLESH...?

1. Verses 2-3 are best understood in light of the Gnostic-like errors that were prevaent
at that time...
a. Inwhich some denied Jesus Chrig actudly cameintheflesh-cf. 2Jn 7
b. Whose doctrine was leading many astray, possibly because the fa se teachers clamed

ingpiration by the Spirit

2. But those who would teach such falsehood are not led by the Spirit of God, but possessthe

gpirit of the Antichridt! - againcf. 2Jn 7

B. DO THEY LISTEN TO THE APOSTLESOF CHRIST...?
1. Verse 6 revedshow we can distinguish between “the spirit of truth” and “the spirit of error”
a. Thosewho truly know God listens to the apostles
b. Thosewho are not of God will regject them
2. l.e, doesthe teaching agree with what the apostles teach?
a. For Jesustaught that to receive them was to receive Him and God - Jn 13:20
Thus the early church continued steedfagtly in the gpostles doctrine - Ac 2:42
For they recognized their words as the commands of the Lord - 1 Co 14:37
And even the gpostles recognized their fellow-aposties’ writings as equivadent to
inspired scriptures - eg., 2 Pe 3:15-16
-- Therefore, those who are God will heed the gpostles, and agree with their teaching!
3. Thisisated that we can easlly gpply today on virtudly every issuel
a. Butitimplies knowledge and understanding of the gpostles doctrine on our part
b. Yet that should not be a problem if we follow the example of the first churchin
Jerusdem - cf. Ac 2:42

ooo

C. THOUGH NOT MENTIONED BY JOHN, HERE ARE TWO MORE “TESTS" ...
1. Thetest of Deu 18:21-22
a. To be used when a person clamsto be a prophet of God
b. If therr prophecy fals, they are shown to be afa se prophet
2. Thetest of Deu 13:1-4
a. To be usad when wonders are performed, and prophecies seem to be fulfilled
b. If their doctrine contradicts what God has aready reveded, they are to be rgjected
(thisis akin to what John wrote)

CONCLUSION

1. Inthemids of these warnings to “test the spirits’, John provides comforting wordsin ver ses 4-5
a. By being of God (because they have heeded the words of His apostles)...
1) They can overcome the fase prophets
2) For the Oneinthemisgrester than he (Satan?) who isin the world
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b. Don't be surprised to see the world following after the fase prophets...
1) For thefase prophets are of the world and spesk in away as to appeal to the world
2) Therefore don't be deterred by the “apparent success’ of the fal se teachers (Sze and
numbersis not a proper measure of truth!)

2. Inview of the proliferation of religions and various doctrines bombarding us today, dl in the name of
Chrigt and the Spirit of God, the exhortation of John is very relevant and important for us.

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of
God”

Are you continuing steedfadtly in the gpostles’ doctrine so you can properly apply the test?
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An Exposition On Brotherly Love
1 John 4:7-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Who isbest known as “the gpostle of love™?
a. Theapodle Paul is certainly worthy of such an appdlation in view of hisdiscourse on lovein
1Co013:1-13
b. But because of the many referencesto love in hisfirgt epistle, John has come to be known as
“the gpodtle of love”

2. We have dready seen where John declared that love is evidence of ...
a. Abidinginthelight, i.e, having fdlowship with God - 1 Jn 2:10; cf. 1.5-7
b. Being children of God - 1 Jn 3:10,14
3. And we have already seen where John has touched upon...
a. Thedefinition of love-1Jn 3:16
b. Thevadueof love-1Jn 3:18-19

4. But now, in the passage which serves as the text for our study, John expounds upon the theme of
brotherly love in much greater depth - 1 Jn 4:7-21

[In“ An Exposition On Brotherly Love”, John begins by reminding us that...]

|. BROTHERLY LOVE ISEVIDENCE OF SONSHIP (7-8)

A. WE SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER, FOR LOVE ISOF GOD...
1. Aswill beillugtrated shortly, true love (the Greek word is agape, “active goodwill”)
emanates from God - 7a
2. That isbecause“Godislove” - 8b
a. Every action of Hisismotivated out of an “active goodwill” toward us
b. Thisdoes not mean He overlooks sin, for God isdso “ligt” - cf. 1 Jn 1:5-6

B. THOSE WHO LOVE, DEMONSTRATE THEIR SONSHIP...
1. They demondtrate that they are “born of God” and “know God” - 7b
2. Butif one does not love as God does, then they have not yet come to truly know God - 8a

[But lest any miscongtrue the kind of love being discussed, he expands upon the definition of true love
mentioned earlierin 1 Jn 3:16...]

Il. BROTHERLY LOVE ISDEFINED BY GOD’SLOVE (9-11)

A. GOD MANIFESTED HISLOVE THROUGH THE GIFT OF HISSON...
1. Hesent His“only begotten Sori” - 9; cf. Jn 1:14,18; 3:16,18
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N

He sent His Son, not because we loved Him, but because He loved us - 10; cf. Ro 5:8
3. Hesent His Son for two reasons:

a. That we might live through Him - 9; Jn 10:10

b. That He might be the propitiation (an gppeasing sacrifice) for our Sins- 10

-- Jesusdied not just to provide forgiveness, but dso to provide new life!

B. THISISTHE KIND OF LOVE WE SHOULD HAVE...
1. If thisiskind of love God has had toward us...
a. l.e, active goodwill
b. l.e, manifested unconditionaly (to a certain extent, of course)
2. Thenthisisthekind of love we should have toward one another!
a. Wherewe love, not because we are loved first
b. But asGodislove, so we areto be as His children! - cf. Lk 6:35

[With “brotherly love” defined properly, John continues to point out that...]

I[I.BROTHERLY LOVE ISEVIDENCE OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD (12-16)

A. THROUGH BROTHERLY LOVE, GOD’SABIDING ISPOSSIBLE...

1. No one has seen God at any time - 12a; cf. Jn 1:18

2. However, when we keep the command to love one another, God will abide in us, and His
love will be perfected inudl - 12b; cf. 1 Jn 3:24a

3. Weknow thisis true because of the Spirit which God has given - 13; cf. 1 Jn 3:24b
a. The Spirit wasto remind the gpostles of al that Jesus taught - Jn 14:26
b. Thisincdluded Jesus’ teaching on how the Father and the Son would abidein them (i.e.

through keeping the commandments) - Jn 14:21,23

B. THISISNOT THE ONLY NECESSARY REQUIREMENT FOR GOD TO ABIDE
IN US,BUT IT ISAN ESSENTIAL ONE...
1. The apostles have testified that Father sent the Son to be our Savior - 14
2. And so we must be willing to confess Jesus as the Son of God - 15

3. Then, when we have known and believed the love God has for us (manifested in the sending

of His Son), we arein aposition to fully accept two basic principles of the gospd:
a Godislove
b. Hewho abidesinlove abidesin God and God in him - 16

[In the next section of this “expogtion on brotherly love”, John touches again on a theme mention back

in1Jn 3:19-21..]]

IV.BROTHERLY LOVE PROVIDES ASSURANCE (17-19)

A. WHEN BROTHERLY LOVE ISPERFECTED, WE CAN HAVE BOLDNESS...
1. Aswe grow and become more complete and mature in brotherly love, we will be able to
have boldnessin the day of judgment - 17a
2. Theboldnesswill come from knowing that as His children we were like Him in thisworld
-17b
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B. ASBROTHERLY LOVE ISPERFECTED, FEAR ISDISPELLED...

1.

2.
3.

Because the prospects of torment naturaly produce fear, the more we grow in God' s love,
to that degree fear is dispersed - 18a

If we fear the day of judgment, that is an indication we need to grow in love! - 18b
Growing in love is made so easy for us, however, because God first loved ud! - 19

[Findly, John ends this “exposition on brotherly love” by proving...]

V. BROTHERLY LOVE ISESSENTIAL TO LOVING GOD (20-21)

A. TOCLAIM TO LOVE GOD AND STILL HATE ONE SBROTHER ISA LIE...

1.

Like those who claim...

a. To have fdlowship with God while they walk in darkness-1 Jn 1:6

b. Tonot havesnned-1Jn 1:10

c. Toknow Jesuswhile not kegping His commandments- 1 Jn 2:4

.0 isone who clamsto love God while hating his brother: John saysthat they are dl liard
- 20a

For to love one whom we cannot see (God) requires that we first be able to love those
whom we can see - 20b

B. TOLOVE GOD, THEREFORE, MEANSWE MUST DEVELOP BROTHERLY

LOVE...
1. Thisiswhy we have the commandment from Jesus - cf. Jn 13:34-35

2.

Indeed, Jesus taught that loving God and one another were the two greatest commandments
of theold law! - Mt 22:35-40

CONCLUSION

1. If “brotherly love” is...
Evidence of sonship

a
b
C.
d.
e

.th

. Defined by God' s lovefor us

Evidence of fdlowship with God

A means of providing assurance in the day of judgment

Essentid to loving God

en how dare we neglect this most essentiad commandment of God?

2. While there are other commands of our Lord that we must be careful to obey, noneis so important,
S0 essentid to our spiritud life as God' s children, asthis one:

“Thisis My commandment, that you love one another as| have loved you.”

-Jn 15:12

Are we letting the love that God displayed toward us through His Son Jesus to teach us how to love one

another?
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Three Tests Of Authentic Christianity
1 John 5:1-5

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswe began our study of Firgt John, it was noted that it had a different objective than the Gospd of
John...
a.  John wrote his gospd in order that one might have eternd life - Jn 20:30-31
b. Hisepiglewaswritten so that one might know they have eternd life- 1 Jn 5:13

2. Throughout his epigtle, then, John has mentioned the kind of things that provide evidence thet one is
truly achild of God, possessing fellowship with the Father and the Son - eg., 1Jn 3:10

3. Thereareactudly severd tests that John has been gpplying by which we can know that we have
eternd life, and in the text for our study (1 Jn 5:1-5), they are mentioned together (read)

[In these versesthere are “ Three Tests Of Authentic Chrigtianity”, and the first oneis...]

|. THETEST OF “BELIEF"

A. IN PARTICULAR, BELIEF IN JESUS...
1. AstheChrig-1Jn5:1a
2. Asthe Son of God -1 Jn 5:5b
3. Who hascomein theflesh-cf. 1Jn 4:2

B. TO DENY JESUSASTHE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD...
1. Méakesonealiar and antichrist - cf. 1 Jn 2:22
2. Makesfdlowship with the Father and the Son impossible - cf. 1 Jn 2:22-23; 2 Jn 7-9

C. THE IMPORTANCE OF SUCH FAITH IN JESUS...
1. Necessary for oneto be “born of God” - 1 Jn 5:1a
a Jud asfaithin God is necessary to pleese Him - He 11:6
b. Sofathin Jesusisnecessary to experience eternd life - cf. Jn 8:24; Ac 8:36-37
2. Necessary for oneto “overcometheworld” - 1 Jn 5:4-5
a.  We can overcome the world only through the Onewho livesin us- cf. 1 Jn 4:4
b. But with such strength, we can do anything God desires of us - cf. Ph 4:13

[Without faith in Jesus as the Chrigt, the Son of God who came in the flesh, we cannot be born of God
and S0 live so asto overcome the world! But is“belief in Jesus” the only test of authentic Chrigtianity?
Not according to Jesus, asfound in Jn 8:30-31. Astaught by both Jesus and His beloved disciple
John, thereisaso...]

II. THETEST OF “LOVE”"
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A. JESUSHAD MADE BROTHERLY LOVE...
1. A mak of discipleship - Jn 13:34-35
2. A commandment to prove we are His friends - Jn 15:12-14,17

B. JOHN HAD STRESSED BROTHERLY LOVE...
1. Asevidenceof abiding inthelight - 1 Jn 2:10
2. Asevidence of being achild of God -1 Jn 3:10
3. Asevidence of having passed from degth to live- 1 Jn 3:14
4. Asevidence of knowing God and being born of God - 1 Jn 4:7-8

C. AND NOW, IN DISCUSSING BROTHERLY LOVE...

1. John describesit as a necessary corollary to loving God - 1 Jn 5:1a
a. If youlove God who brings forth children...
b. ...then you must love those children who have come from Him!

2. John reveds how we can be sure that we love God' s children (i.e., have brotherly love): by
loving God and keeping His commandments- 1 Jn 5:2
a. | may damto love my brethren...
b. Butif | do not love God and kegp His commandments, my clam is a shalow onel

[Onewhoistruly “born of God” not only believesin Jesus, then, but also loves the children of God. In
discussing the necessity of loving the children of God, John mentioned keeping the commandments of
God. Thisleadsto thethird test of authentic Chridtianity, that of...]

III.THE TEST OF “OBEDIENCE”

A. JOHN HAD EMPHASIZED THISTEST EARLIER...

As essentid to having fellowship with the Father - 1 Jn 1:6-7
As essentid to knowing Jesus-1Jn 2:3-4

Asessentid to loving God -1 Jn 2.5

Asessntiad to abiding in Jesus-1Jn 2:6

Asessentid to being achild of God -1 Jn 3:10

As essentid to having our prayers answered - 1 Jn 3:22

oSk wbhNPE

B. NOW HE STRESSESTHAT IT ISESSENTIAL TO...
1. Loving the children of God - 1Jn 5:2
2. Loving God Himsdlf - 1Jn 5:3a

C. TOJOHN, HOWEVER, THIS“TEST” ISNOT A BURDEN...
1. The commandments of God are not “burdensome” - 1 .Jn 5:3b
2. Though he had served the Lord for many years (possibly 50 or more), he had not found the
commandments “grievous” (KJV)
3. Hisattitude toward “commandment-keeping” was like that of David’s - Psa 19:7-11

CONCLUSION

1. Inthesethree aress, then, we find the proof of authentic Chridtianity:
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a  Bdidf in Jesus as the Son of God who camein the flesh
b. Lovefor the brethren
c. Obedience in keeping the commandments of God

2. ltisinteresting that today...
a. Many people do not have any problem with the first two (belief and love)
b. But will often balk when told they need to be obedient to the commands of Jesus Chrigt (“Oh,
you arejust being legdidtic!”)

3. Butif weredly love God and His children, if we redly bdievein Jesus as the Son of God who came
in the flesh and died for our sins, then the commandments of the Lord will not be grievous...

“If you love Me, keep My commandments.” - Jn 14:15

Are we passing the tests of authentic Chrigtianity?
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Witnhesses For Jesus Christ
1 John 5:6-10

INTRODUCTION

1. Ealierinhisepigtle, John stressed two important things...
a. That Jesus Chrigt has comeintheflesh-1Jn 4:2
b. That those who bdieve Jesus Chrigt has comein the flesh are “of God”; indeed, they have been
“born of God” - 1Jn 4:2; 5:1a

2. Inthetext for our study (1 Jn 5:6-10), John offers severd “witnesses’ in support of these clams
made about Jesus...
a. Thekey wordis“witness’, and in various formsis found eight times in our text (nine, if you
count verse 8)
b. Thewordin Greek is“martured” {mar-too-reh'-o}, and it means
1) “tobeawitness i.e testify”
2) “togive evidence for, to bear record:

[In our lesson we shdl briefly ligt these “ Witnesses For Jesus Christ”, and see how each of them has
their part in providing evidence about Jesus. We begin with two witnesses, actually, who together tdll us
something about Jesus coming in the flesh...]

|. THE WITNESS OF THE WATER AND THE BLOOD (6a,3b)

A. THELIKELY CONTEXT OF JOHN'SWORDS...

1. Evidently there was adoctrine that denied Jesus Christ as coming intheflesh - 1 Jn 4:1-3;
c.2In7

2. A hereticd movement later known as Gnosticism was developing a thistime

3. One representative of Gnosticism, aman named Cerinthus, taught:
a. That the divine Christ descended upon Jesus at the time of his baptism
b. And then left him before he died on the cross

4. Thusthe Gnogtics clamed that the “Chrig” did not experience death

B. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WATER AND THE BLOOD...
1. The“water” likely refersto Jesus’ baptism, and the “blood” to His death on the cross
2. John'semphasisisthat Jesus Christ came by both water and blood, and not by water only
- cf. 1Jn 5:6a
3. Thus emphasizing that not only was the Christ present at the baptism, but that He dso
suffered in the flesh on the cross

[Like the stones set up by Jacob and Laban served as a “witness’ (cf. Gen 31:43-52), so the waters of
Jesus’ baptism and the blood that flowed from His sde offer testimony concerning who Jesus Christ
truly was. But these two “witnesses’ (water and blood) are not alone, they are joined by another...]
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II. THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT (6b,8b)

A. THE SPIRIT ALSO BEARSWITNESS...
1. Becauseof Hisinvolvement in the earthly life of Jesus, the Spirit can tedtify to...

a. The conception of Jesus- cf. Mt 1:20

b. The baptism of Jesus - cf. Mt 3:16

Cc. Thetemptation of Jesus- cf. Lk 4:1

d. Theminigry of Jesus- cf. Lk 4:18

According to Jesus, the Holy Spirit was to testify about Jesus - Jn 15:26

3. TheHoaly Spirit did this by ingpiring the gpostles and confirming their word with spiritud gifts
- cf. Jn 16:13-14; He 2:3-4

N

B. THE SPIRIT AGREESWITH THE WATER AND THE BLOOD...
1. The Spirit, the water, and the blood, al three bear witness, and agree as one
2. Thatis they dl testify that Jesus Chrigt has comein the flesh!
3. Thesgnificance of having three witnesses agreeing may be taken from the requirement
foundin Deu 19:15, “ by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be
established.”

[At this point we might Smply note that most trandations omit the words from “in heaveri’ (vs. 7)
through “on earth’ (vs. 8). Apparently thereis good reason for doing so, since these words are found
only in four or five manuscripts, and none dating earlier than the 14th century A.D. They are not found
in literaly thousands of manuscripts dating much earlier. They arelikely agloss. Aswe continue, John
mentions yet another witness...|

I1l. THE WITNESS OF GOD (9)

A. WHICH OUGHT TO HAVE GREAT WEIGHT WITH US...
1. “If wereceive the witness of men...”
a. Thisisasmple conditiona sentence that is true to fact
b. It means*Since we receive the witness of men...” (which we do in courts of law, don't
we?)
2. Any witness of God would naturdly be greater than that of man

B. GOD HASTESTIFIED OF HIS SON...
1. Certainly God has born witness to Jesus on several occasons
a. At Hisbaptism-Mt 3:17
b. At the mount of trandfiguration - Mt 17:5
2. Itisprobable, though, that John has reference to the witness of the blood, the water, and
the Spirit, that together they form the witness of God

[So we have three witnesses who in agreement spesk for the fourth witness (God). When a person
believes the testimony given about Jesus as the Son of God, thereis even a“fifth witness’, that such faith
will result in one being “born of God"...]

IV.THE WITNESSIN THE BELIEVER (10a)
The First Epistle Of John 47




Mark A. Copeland

A. HE WHO BELIEVESIN THE SON OF GOD HASTHE WITNESSIN HIMSELF...
1. Thisgaement isreminiscent of Jesus’ wordsin Jn 7:16-17
a. Thosewho do the will of God (as taught by Jesus)...
b. ..shdl know that the doctrine of Chrigt istruly from God
2. Likewisethe one who bdievesin the Son, receives confirmation “in himsdf”...
a.  About who Jesustruly is
b. How onewho bdievesin Himis“born of God’

B. ADMITTEDLY, THISISA VERY SUBJECTIVE WITNESS...

1. Assuch, one must be very careful with it

2. Many people can easly deceive themsdlves into thinking that some feding is an indication
that they are saved, or that God has confirmed something to them - cf. Pro 14:12; 16:25

3. Butif we bdieve (and act upon) the witness of God concerning His Son...
a. Revededin His Spirit-inspired Word
b. Which agrees with the witness of the water and the blood
...then we will have confirmation in oursdves that Jesusistruly the Son of God!

4. Oneway we have confirmation is the change that takes place in our lives aswe grow in
Chrigt
a. Jug asour lovefor one another is an indication of passng from degth to life- 1 Jn 3:14
b. Just as our unity with one another is evidence that Jesus was truly was sent from God

- cf. In 17:20-23

CONCLUSION

1. Thesearethe “witnesses’, then, that John offersin support of Jesus Chridt...
a Tha Hecameintheflesh
b. That those who bdieve Jesus is the Christ are “born of God”

2. Thefirg four (water, blood, Spirit, God) provide their evidence whether you believe them or nat;
but if you will believe them, then you will recaive the fifth (the witness in yoursdf)!

3. But suppose you do not believe the four witnesses? John says you then make God aliar! - cf. 1 Jn
5:11b

Do you wish to stland before God on the day of judgment and answer why you believed Him to be a
liar? How much better to believe on the Son, and through obedient faith become His child! - cf. Ga
3:26-27
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Lifeln The Son
1 John 5:11-13

INTRODUCTION

1. Wesaw inthe previous lesson that the word “ witness’ was used eight times in one form or another
-cf. 1Jn 5:6-10

2. A form of theword isused againin ver ses 11-13, trandated as “ testimony” in the NKJV
(“record” inthe KJV)

3. Inthese verses, John reviews the “tesimony” that God has given about His Son...
a. Inthiscase, it does not appear to be the evidence God has offered (that was covered in
ver ses 6-10)
b. Rather, the content of the testimony which the evidence supports

[What is the content of God' s testimony concerning His Son? What has God declared? And what
does John say about these things? In thislesson, entitled “ Life In The Son”, we shdl examine verses
11-13 to see what we can learn. For example, we arefirst told that...]

|. GODHASGIVEN USETERNAL LIFE (11a)

A. ETERNAL LIFE: A PRESENT POSSESSION, OR A FUTURE HOPE...?

1. Johnwritesof “eternd life” as present possession...
a. “God has given us (not will give us) eternd life” - 1.Jn 5:11
b. “Hewho hasthe Son has (not will have) eternd life” - 1 Jn 5:12
c. “..that you may know that you have (not will have) eternd life”- 1 .Jn 5:13

2. Yet Paul wrote of “eternd life” as afuture hope...
a. “who will render to each one according to hisdeeds. eternd lifeto those...” - Ro 2:6-7
b. *..you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlagting life” - Ro 6:22
c. “inhopeof eernd life..” - Ti 1.2

--Which thenisit? A present possession, or afuture hope?

B. ETERNAL LIFE: BOTH A PRESENT POSSESSION AND A FUTURE HOPE...!
1. | believeitisboth, not one or the other
2. Thisisacase where the same term (eternd life) is used by different authors to describe
different concepts
a.  Paul normdly uses the term to describe that which begins after the judgment...
1) Thesameway Jesususesitin Mt 25:46
2) AndaganinJn 12:25
b. Whereas John uses the term to describe the life we now have in Christ because of the
fellowship we enjoy with the Father and the Son...
1) Jesusdefined “eternd life” as knowing the Father and His Son - Jn 17:1-3
2) John ddfinesit amilarly in 1 Jn 5:20
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3. Wemugt be careful, therefore, and dlow the immediate context to determine the proper
meaning by a particular author

C. THE MEANING OF ETERNAL LIFE IN OUR TEXT...
1. John began his epidtle by referring to Jesus as “that eternd life” - 1 Jn 1.2
2. Heendshisepisie by describing eternd life as knowing Him who istrue and being in Him
whoistrue (i.e, in Jesus) - 1 Jn 5:20
3. Thisleads meto bdieve that John uses “eternd life” in the sameway Jesus did in Jn 17:3
4. l.e,aqudity of life that comes from having true fdlowship with Deity...
a.  Which begins upon our converson from “death’ to “life” - cf. 1 Jn 3:14-15
b. Which comesfrom “knowing” God and Jesus (the term “knowing” suggesting a close
and persona relationship, not a casud awareness)
c. Because God and Jesus are “eternd life” (cf. 1 Jn 1:2), thosein fdlowship with them
have lifethat is best described as “eternd” (in qudity, though potentidly in quantity)

[So the testimony of God isfird this He has given us “eernd life”, aqudity of life based upon
fdlowship with Dety! But where does one find this“eternd life”? The testimony of God continues...]

II. ETERNAL LIFEISIN HISSON (11b,12)

A. HEWHO HASTHE SON HASLIFE...
1. We saw where Jesus defined “eternd life” as knowing God and Himsdlf - cf. Jn 17:3
2. Jesus dso taught that He came that we might have “abundant life” - Jn 10:10
3. Asconfessed by Peter, only Jesus truly has “the words of eternd life” - Jn 6:68
4. Paul wrotethat dl soiritud blessngs (of which eternd lifeis one) are found in Jesus- Ep 1.3
-- The concluson should be fairly obvious: itisonly in Jesusthat eternd life can be found, and
if we wigh to have eternd life, we must be in Jesud

B. HEWHO DOESNOT HAVE THE SON OF GOD DOESNOT HAVE LIFE...
1. Thissounds rather exclusive, but no more so than Jesus’ own wordsin Jn 14:6
2. Peter dso madeit clear that sdvation (life) isfound only in Jesus- Ac 4:12
-- Therefore, one who remains outsde of Christ has no hope for eternd life (in either sense of
the term)

[Of course, it isnot the will of God than any perish (cf. 2 Pe 3:9; 1 Ti 2:3-4). Therefore, through His
Spirit He inspired John to write so we might know whether or not we have the Son. In other words...]

IHI.WE MAY KNOW THAT WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE (13)

A. JOHN HASWRITTEN THAT WE MIGHT KNOW...
1. That has been the purpose of this particular epistle
2. Hisdesreisthat we“know” we are saved, not just hope that we are...
a. “Now by thiswe know that we know Him...” - 1.Jn 2:3
b. “By thisweknow that wearein Him.” - 1 Jn 2:5b
c. “Weknow we have passed from death to life...” - 1 Jn 3:14a
d. “And by thiswe know that we are of thetruth...” - 1 Jn 3:19a
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e. “And by thiswe know that He abidesin us...” - 1 Jn 3:24b
f.  “By thiswe know that we abidein Him, and Heinus..” - 1 Jn 4:13a

3. Thus, throughout his epigtle he has been giving us “benchmarks’ by which we can know
whether we have eternd lifein us

B. WHEN DOESONE “KNOW” THEY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE...?
1. When they keep the commandments of Jesus-1Jn 2:3-4
Whey they keep Hiswords-1Jn 2:5
When they love the brethren -1 Jn 3:14
When they believe what the Spirit has reveded about such things - 1 Jn 3:24; 4:13
When they confess Jesus to be the Son of God - 1 Jn 4:15
When they believe that Jesusisthe Christ-1Jn 5:1
Taken together, these “benchmarks’ reved that onetruly “knows’ the Lord, and thereby
has “eternd life” - cf. 1Jn 5:20

o gk wN

CONCLUSION

1. John'sdesre wasthat his readers would continue to believe in the name of the Son of God - 1 Jn
5:13c
a. Thatismy desredso, and | pray that in some small way that | have encouraged you to remain
grong in your faith in Jesus Chrigt
b. If you do not yet believe, or your faith isweak, | commend to you the Gospe of John - cf. n
20:30-31

2. Dear friend, do you truly have “eternd life”?

a. Do you believe that Jesusisthe Chrig, the Son of God, who camein the flesh and died for our
ans?-cf. Jn 8:24

b. Areyou keeping the commands of Jesus?
1) Such asHiscommand to be baptized? - cf. Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16
2) Which we learn from His apostles is the means by which we recaive Christ? - cf. Ga 3:

26-27
c. Doyou lovethe brethren? - cf. Jn 13:34-35

May this First Epistle of John encourage you to examine whether you redly “know” Jesus Chrigt, and
thereby have “eternd life” in Him!
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Praying With Confidence And Compassion
1 John 5:14-17

INTRODUCTION

1. Nearing the end of his epistle, John has afew words on the subject of prayer - 1 Jn 5:14-17

2. Thisisnot the first time he has broached this subject, for he has aready mentioned...
a. Thevaue of confessng our Sins, which isdonein prayer -1 Jn 1.9
b. Our Advocate in prayer, Jesus Christ therighteous-1Jn 2:1
c. Onereason why we receive what we ask in prayer - 1 Jn 3:22

3. Inhisfina words on this subject, John does two things...
a. Expands upon athemein prayer dready introduced (praying with confidence)
b. Bringsin another themein prayer that is harmony with the tone throughout his epistle (praying
with compassion, consigtent with his teachings on brotherly love)

[Aswe examine hiswordsin ver ses 14-17, we shdl endeavor to take note of what else John has
written, and use this as the basis for this study which we cal “ Praying With Confidence And
Compassion”. Firs, let’s congder how we can pray with confidence our prayers will be answvered...]

. PRAYING WITH CONFIDENCE (14-15)

A. REQUIRESASKING ACCORDING TO GOD’SWILL...

1. Thisisthe point emphasizedin 1 Jn 5:14-15

2. Confidencein prayer isnot based upon some assumption that we have “carte blanche” in
regards to prayer...
a.  Some may improperly conclude that we do from Jesus’ statementsin Jn 14:13-14
b. But even Jesus’ own example illustrates that answer to prayer depends upon whether or

not it isin harmony with God' swill - eg., Mt 26:39,42

c. Paul learned this when he prayed about his “thorn in the fles’ - cf. 2 Co 12:7-9

3. However, the more we learn God' s revedled will (i.e., the Word of God)...
a. Themorelikely we will pray according to His will
b. The greater confidence we can have that our prayers will be answered accordingly

B. REQUIRESKEEPING GOD’SCOMMANDMENTS...
1. Thiswasdressedin 1Jn 3:22
2. Evenif we are asking something that would normdly be within God' swill for us...
a. If wearenot kegping His commandments...
b. ..canweredly expect God to favorably answer our prayers?
3. AsPeter quoted from the Proverbs. “ For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous,
And hisears are open to their prayers...” - 1 Pe 3:12
The righteous are those who “do those things that are pleesing in Hissght” - cf. 1 Jn 3:22b
5. Especidly in regard to bdieving in Jesus and loving the brethren, two commandments given

»
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tous-1Jn 3:23

C. REQUIRESABIDING IN JESUS, AND HISWORDSABIDING IN US...

1.
2.

3.

Thiswas taught by Jesus Himself, and recorded by Johnin Jn 15:7

This should dso help to darify any misunderstanding from taking Jn 14:13-14 in isolation

from its context

These words of Jesus actudly summarize what we have dready seen John to say...

a. Confidencein prayer depends upon keeping the commandments, but keeping the
commandmentsis the key to abiding in Jesud - cf. 1 Jn 3:24a

b. Confidence in prayer depends upon asking according to God' s Will, but if Jesus’ words
abide in us, won't that help us know God' swill, and what is proper to ask of Him?

[Therefore, if we learn the words of Jesus, keep His commandments and thereby abide in Him, we will
know what isin harmony with God' swill and pray accordingly. In thisway we can have the
“confidence in prayer” of which John writes But from an gpostle to whom the command to “ love the
brethren” was arecurring theme, we should not be surprised to find him teaching also aboui...]

II. PRAYING WITH COMPASS ON (16-17)

A. FOR A BROTHER...

1.
2.
3.

4.

This epitle of John has been one in which John has stressed “brotherly love”

He hastold us that we “ought to lay down our livesfor the brethren’” - 1 .Jn 3:16
Hehassad that if “one sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does
the love of God abidein him?’ - 1Jn 3:17

Certainly, then, we should be willing and ready to pray for our brethren, especidly when we
seethem...

B. SINNING A SIN NOT UNTO DEATH...

1.

Thisisadifficult passage, one that raises severa questions...

a. Doesthe present tense of the verb “sSnning” necessarily imply thet the brother is il
engaged in the Sn when we are to pray for him?

b. What isthe “sn not unto desth’ versus the “sin unto death’?

c. What ismeant that “Hewill give him life”?

--  Whatever conclusons we draw should be in harmony with the rest of the scriptures, and
with other principles reveded therein, just aswe do not draw conclusions about praying
with confidence based upon Jn 14:13-14 done

While open to further condderation, my present understanding of this passageisthis:

a.  The present tense of the verb does not demand that the brother is still engaged inthe sin
when we are to pray for him...

1) Present tensein the Greek can describe action that is either linear or punctiliar

2) Thatis, John could just as easily be saying “If anyone sees his brother sin (not
gnning) asn...”

3) Andthusthe asking in his behdf is after the fact, i.e., in the future after the Sn has
been committed (note, “he will ask”, suggesting in the future)

b. Thedifference between “asin which does not lead to death” and “adn leading to
death’...
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1) Johnsaysin1Jn 5:17a, “dl unrighteousnessis Sn”, therefore any sinisnot to be
teken lightly
2) Butthereissn “not leading to death’
a) That is, snwhich does not progress to the point in which one experiences
spiritua death, or separation from God
b) Asindicated by James, sin does not produce “death” until it is“full grown” - Ja
1:15
¢) Sinwhich does not produce (lead to) death would therefore be sin repented of
3) Sn*“leading to death’, producing spiritual death and separation from God would be
snunrepented of
a) We cannot expect God to forgive one who refuses to repent
b) As John writes with some understatement: “I do not say that he should pray
about that” - 1 Jn 5:16d

C. GODWILL GIVEHIM LIFE...
1. If thedeathin this passageis “spiritua death’, it is naturd to assume the lifeis“ soiritud life”
a. The“life’ which God will grant our penitent brother in answer to our prayers could dso
be described as “forgiveness’
b. Whichisacrucd dement of the “elernd life” to which John has referred throughout this
epidle
2. Thusthe promise offeredin 1 Jn 1:9 to the child of God who penitently confesses hisown
gnin prayer isoffered in 1 Jn 5:16 to the penitent brother when prayer is made on his
behdf by another member of the family of God
a.  One might ask, “Why bother to pray for a penitent brother if his snswill be forgiven
anyway astaughtin 1 .Jn 1.9?
b. Oneanswer might be found in Ja 5:16, where we are taught to pray for one another:
“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

CONCLUSION

1. The privilege of prayer isawonderful blessng, especidly when we do so with...
a. Confidence
b. Compassion

2. Arewe fulfilling the requirements to be adle to pray with confidence?
a. Abiding in Jesus, and letting Hiswords abide in us?
b. Keegping His commandments and doing the things pleasing in His sght?
c. Asking according to God' s Will?

3. Arewe praying with compassion?
a. Praying not only for oursaves, but for our brethren in need?
b. Praying for brethren overtaken by sin, but who have demondirated that their snisnot one
leading to death?

Aswe dl need the fullness of God’ sblessngsin our lives, let’ s encourage one another to do whatever
we can to be able to pray with both confidence and compassion!

The First Epistle Of John 54




Mark A. Copeland

Certainties Of The Christian Faith
1 John 5:18-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthislagt section of John's epigtle, we find him summarizing three facts or “certainties’ that his
readers should have learned - 1 Jn 5:18-21

2. These*" Certainties of the Christian Faith” relate to sin, the evil one, and the truth concerning
fellowship with God and Jesus Chrigt

3. Each of these certaintiesisintroduced by the words “we know”, and as we consider these three
facts we shdl begin each section in the same way

[Firg of dl, then, “we know”...]

|. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THOSE BORN OF GOD AND SIN (18)

A. “WHOEVER ISBORN OF GOD DOESNOT SIN...”
1. Thisgatement, liketheonein 1 Jn 3:9, can be somewhat troubling to the English reader
2. But aswe noticed in the lesson on that portion of scripture...
a. John has dready affirmed that Chrigtianssin - cf. 1 Jn 1:8,10
b. Tosay wehavenosnistolie and to make God aliar
c. So Johnistalking about one who does not “continuoudy practice Sn” (in light of
the present tense of the verb, thisis an acceptable trandation)
3. Asgated by Pummer, “ A child of God may sin; but hisnormal condition is one of
resistancetosin.” (The Epistles of St. John, p.125)

B. “BUT HE WHO HASBEEN BORN OF GOD KEEPSHIMSELF...”
1. John explains why the one born of God does not continuoudy practice sin, but it is difficult
to know exactly what he means...
a.  Sometrandations have “keegps him” instead of “keegps himsdlf”
b. Thisisbecause such trandators believe “he who has been born of God” is areference
to Jesus
c. Andyetin hisepidle, the phrase “born of God” dways has reference to the child of
Chrig, i.e,, the Chrigtian
2. Asauming that “himsdf” isthe correct wording...
a. It becomes clear that the individua bears some responsbility in kegping onesdlf from
snning
b. Whileitistrue that we have help from God (cf. 1 Jn 3:9, “for His seed remainsin
him™), our faith must cooperate with God's power - eg., 1 Pe 1.5
c. Thusthechargeto “keep yoursdlves...” - cf. 1 Jn 5:21; Ju 21

C. “THE WICKED ONE DOESNOT TOUCH HIM...”
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1. When we cooperate with God, Satan has no chance...

a. When we submit to God, and resist the devil, the devil fleedl - cf. Ja 4:7

b. For Godwhoisin usiscertanly greater than the devil! - 1Jn 4:4

Instrumenta in our cooperation with God is dlowing Hisword to abideinus-1Jn 2:14

3. Even asthe Word was instrumentd in helping Jesus overcome the temptations of Satan - cf.
“itiswritten...” Mt 4:4,7,10

N

[So the firgt certainty of the Christian faith is that one born of God does not treat Sin lightly, and with
God' s help is abdle to win the conflict with “the wicked one”. Now for the second certainty
summarized by John: “We know”...]

II. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN USAND THE WORLD (19)

A. “WE ARE OF GOD...”
1. The Chrigtian has been “born of God” - 1.Jn 5:1
2. The Chrigian is privileged to be cdled the “child of God” - 1 Jn 3:1,2a
-- Thuswe are blessed to be “of God”!

B. “THE WHOLE WORLD LIESUNDER THE SWAY OF THE WICKED ONE...”
1. Sadly, thosein theworld are not “of God”
2. For when one rgects Jesus Chrigt, they demonstrate who their “father” truly is- cf. Jn 8:
42-47
3. Whilethey remain in their Sns, they remain under the sway of Satan - ¢f. 1 Jn 3:8,10

[Whose “child” are we? Those who are in Christ have the assurance that God is their father. Those not
in Chrig are till under the influences of Satan who has blinded them (- cf. 2 Co 4:3-4)! Findly, “we
know”...]

I1I.THE BASI'SOF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD AND ETERNAL LIFE (20)

A. “THE SON OF GOD HASCOME AND HAS GIVEN USUNDERSTANDING...”
1. Jesus has cometo give ustrue ingght concerning God
2. AsJohndedaredin hisgospd: “No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten
Son, who isin the bosom of the Father, He hasdeclared Him.” - Jn 1:18

B. “THAT WE MAY KNOW...
1. “..Himwhoistrue”
a. Or asexpressed in other trandations. “He isthe true God”
b. “By true God [John] does not mean one who tdlsthetruth, but him whois
really God.” (Cavin, The First Epistle of John, p. 273)
c. By coming in the flesh, Jesus has manifested the true God to us - cf. Jn 14:7-9
2. “..andwearein Him whoistrue, in His Son Jesus Christ”
a. Jesus has dso given us understanding about how we can bein God
b. Itisthrough His Son, as we keep Hiswords and His commandments, that we can abide
in God - Jn 14:21,23
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C. “THISISTHE TRUE GOD AND ETERNAL LIFE...”
1. Agan, theexpresson “true God” is saying Hewho is“the red God”
2. With this declaration, John is aso defining what “eternd life” truly is...
a Itisto“know” Himwhoistrue
b. Itisto be“in HiM” who istrue, and “in His Son Jesus Chrigt”
3. l.e, eend life (as defined by John) isthat dbundant life...
a. Which comesfrom “knowing’ the Father and the Son intimately
b. Which comes by having “fdlowship” with the Father and the Son
4. So Johnintimated at the beginning of hisepidle- cf. 1 Jn 1:2-3
5. And 0 Jesusdeclared in Hisprayer in Jn 17:1-3

CONCLUSION

1. Herethen arethe” Certainties Of The Christian Faith” as summarized by John...
a “Weknow’ the rdationship between those born of God and Sin
b. “Weknow” the difference between us and those of the world
c. “Weknow’ the bags of fdlowship with God and eternd life

2. May the Firgt Epistle of John aways serve to remind of these certainties, and may the last verse
aways remind us of the need for diligence:

“Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.”

3. With hisfavorite term of endearment, John admonishes usto stay away from anything that would
replace our devotion to the One True God
a. Wemay think that we are too sophigticated to succumb to idolatry
b. But asPaul pointed out time and again, anything that replaces God in our heartsisanidal - Ep
5:5; Co 35

Notewell: If there was no danger of being led astray, there would be no need for awarning!
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